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INTRODUCTION

Christians are blessed! We are blessed today as
much as at any time since Adam and Eve walked
with God in the garden. How can we say that, when
there are troubles throughout the world, disasters in
our nation, and personal challenges every day at
home or on the job?

We can be blessed every single day of our lives
because God has provided His own supernatural
power and peace and provision for every one of His
children. Sometimes we forget how much God has
done for us. Sometimes we are struggling so hard in
the natural that we are not really praising God and
thanking Him for who He is and all the blessings
that are ours.

God intended for us to be blessed right from the
very start! He has never taken away any one of the
wonderful blessings that He planned for us. In the
Old Testament, when Adam sinned, and when
others sinned, God still loved them and still wanted
to bless them. He gave them a plan that through
blood sacrifice they could repent and be forgiven
and blessed. The sacrificial blood of animals
pointed to the perfect blood of Jesus, which
provides everything we need. Every blessing God
ever promised is still ours!

In these pages, I want you to show you just what
God has said about your blessings! In searching
through the Bible for all of God’s blessing
promises, I do not know when I have ever been as
excited over any subject in my entire life. If you are



not hanging onto the ceiling by the final pages of
this book, I'll be surprised!

I want this to be a spiritual feast for you! I want
you to grow so spiritually fat on the Word of God
that your spirit and your soul will be able to take
care of any situation that comes along. I believe
with all my heart and soul that the more you read
and hear the word of God, the more you are going
to be aware of what God really has for you in His
fabulous promises throughout the Bible. You will
be convinced that His blessings really are for you,
and your faith will bring those blessings right into
your life.

Frances Hunter



I Am Blessed, How Are YOU?

How many times have you greeted someone,
“How are you?” How many times have you gotten a
response that made you sorry you asked the
question? Sometimes, | have just wanted to reach
out and pray for that poor downhearted soul and
command a spirit of joy to overtake them!

I received a wonderful perspective from a
church in Dallas, Texas. The very first time I
walked into that church, a lady I had never met
came over to me, put her arms around me and
proclaimed, “I am blessed; how are you?”

Never in any church has anything ever made a
greater impression on me than greeters who were
welcoming people in such an incredible way, with a
big hug while saying, “I am blessed; how are you?”
It really changed the way Charles and I began
greeting people. Now instead of asking them how
they are and hoping for a positive response, we are
so full of the consciousness of God’s blessings that
we say, like that wonderful lady, “We are blessed!
How are you?”

We as Christians have more reasons to say “We
are blessed” than any people on the face of the
earth! Our God is not just a Creative Force; He is a
Father who, even more than the best earthly

father, wants to heap blessing upon blessing all
over us!

Psalm 103:1-5 is one of the most beautiful
passages of blessings in the Bible because it covers
so many of our basic needs in this life.



Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; And all that is within
me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,
and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all
your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who
redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns
you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who
satisfies your mouth with good things so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

What does every single human being need
most? Forgiveness. God forgives every one of our
sins, great or small.

Next, it says that God heals all of our diseases;
that means every type, no matter how serious.
Whatever may come against us, God redeems our
life from destruction. We are blessed with love from
a good God. We are blessed with overflowing
kindness and mercy whenever we need it. We are so
blessed with good food that most of us need to stop
eating too much of it. God is generous to us in every
way.

Let me show you how and why you are blessed.

Psalm 1:1-3 says, Blessed is the man who walks
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the
path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His
law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth
its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not
wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.

Think of how blessed a tree is when it’s planted
by a stream of water. It never has to worry about
any of its needs being met! It will bear fruit year
after year. Because of the abundance of fresh water



taking all the nutrients it needs to every branch, it
won’t get sick or dry up and wither and die. That is
how God has promised to bless every one of us —
with a healthy, prosperous and fruitful life!

Do you know why you are blessed? You are
blessed because your delight is in the law of the
Lord (you put God first in your life) and because
you meditate in the law of the Lord (God’s word)
day and night. Your commitment to live rightly
before God opens the doors for you to go to the
word of God and discover and claim all of God’s
wonderful promises to you.

I heard a story of a young man whose distant
relative died and left him an incredible inheritance
because there were no other heirs. The young man
was unaware of any of this inheritance and lived in
poverty for many years, until he was located. Can
you imagine the joy of this man in finding out that
all of his needs would be met for the rest of his life?
That is the joy we, as believers, are supposed to
experience right now, every single day.

Psalm 1 in the Amplified really explains what
the blessing of God means:

BLESSED (Happy, fortunate, prosperous, and
enviable) is the man who walks and lives not in the
counsel of the ungodly [following their advice, their
plans and purposes], nor stands [submissive and
inactive] in the path where sinners walk, nor sits
down [to relax and rest] where the scornful [and
the mockers] gather.

But his delight and desire are in the law of the
Lord, and on His law (the precepts, the
instructions, the teachings of God) he habitually



meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by
night. And he shall be like a tree firmly planted
[and tended] by the streams of water, ready to
bring forth its fruit in its season, its leaf also shall
not fade or wither, and everything he does shall
prosper [and come to maturity].

To be blessed means that you are happy. You
are fortunate — the right doors open for you. People
who don’t understand God’s favor on you might
think that you are “lucky” because good things keep
happening to you. You are prosperous, and you are
enviable.

Blessings surround you because you have
chosen not to follow the advice of the ungodly, or
live the lifestyle of sinners, or cater to companions
who scoff at righteousness. What a great salvation
tool - to have people ask you why you are so
blessed, and you get to tell them all that God has
done for you and how they can be saved and
experience the blessings of God in their life.

The Blessing Psalm

All of us need to be reminded occasionally just
how much we are blessed. I cannot think of any
more beautiful blessing scripture than the 23rd
Psalm. This one is so special, and so important in
my life, because the night that God revealed
Himself to me for the first time, I had thought I was
being really spiritual when I opened my Bible and
read the first verse of the 23rd Psalm.

I was scheduled for surgery and had dusted off
my Bible and taken it to the hospital. I opened it,



and that was all I read - just one verse - and then
closed my Bible. That is the night that God chose to
reveal Himself personally to me, and I have never,
ever been the same again!

As we read each of these beautiful blessings, I
want you apply every blessing to yourself and speak
a blessing confession.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

We do not ever have to want for anything. The
Lord is likened to a shepherd, which means He has
made himself absolutely responsible to provide
everything we need for our entire life.

He makes me to lie down in green pastures, He
leads me beside the still waters. He restores my
soul;

Every once in a while, God gets my attention
and He says, “I want you to lie down in the green
pastures. You have been rushing around too much.”
Rest is one of God’s blessings. Still waters
represent a quiet place. While we are normally right
in the middle of the stream of God’s power and
action, I praise the Lord that He also leads us beside
the still waters where we can rest and recuperate.
Rest can restore the soul.

He leads me in the paths of righteousness for
His name’s sake.

We don’t have to be confused when we come to
a temptation or test; all we have to do is allow the
Shepherd to lead us.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are
with me;



I have been told by doctors not once but several
times in my life that I was going to die. God’s word
prevailed in every instance. At 92, I am still excited
about every single day of being able to do more for
Jesus. But when I faced those reports, God took me
through the valley of the shadow of death and
proved that He was with me. When you are
conscious of God’s presence, you cannot be afraid!

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

The shepherd uses his rod to drive off wild,
devouring beasts and his staff to gently guide his
sheep along the right path. Using the word of God is
like a shepherd using his weapon to drive away the
enemy. God’s word comforted me and energized
my faith to drive off those devouring attacks on my
body.

You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies,

We won’t have any enemies in heaven. We are
in the earth, where enemies can attack us. God said
He will deliver us from every kind of enemy to our
spirit, soul or body, plus He will provide a banquet
of blessings right in front of those enemies!

You anoint my head with oil;

A chosen one was anointed with oil. We are
God-chosen.

My cup runs over.

We are blessed because God doesn’t just give us
enough to barely get along in this life; He gives us
more than enough, so we can be a blessing to
others.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life;



And I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.

The Amplified Bible states so beautifully what
this Blessing Psalm provides that I want you to read
it all the way through out loud.

Before each verse, say “I am blessed because...”

The Lord is my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and
shield me], I shall not lack.

He makes me lie down in [fresh, tender] green
pastures; He leads me beside the still and restful
waters.

He refreshes and restores my life (my self); He
leads me in the paths of righteousness [uprightness
and right standing with Him - not for my earning it,
but] for His name’s sake.

Yes, though I walk through the [deep, sunless]
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear or dread
no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect]
and Your staff [to guide], they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my
[brimming] cup runs over.

Surely (or) only goodness, mercy, and unfailing
love shall follow me all the days of my life, and
through the length of days the house of the Lord
[and His presence] shall be my dwelling place.

Glory to God! What other “religion” in the
entire world can proclaim, as we do, every word of
blessing in those verses? I have never understood
how precious, lost souls can believe that a little fat
idol or a cow or a monkey can bless them. Our God
is a blessing God, and He is willing and more than
able to bless us!



I Am Blessed
Because I Am Forgiven!

Psalm 103:3 in the Amplified states that

we are blessed because God ...forgives [every one
of] all your iniquities. God is a forgiving Father. In
verse 12 it says, As far as the east is from the west,
so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
There is only one thing that God can forget. ..and
that is your sins.

Psalm 32:1, 2 says, Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not
impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no
deceit. God doesn’t keep a record of our sins or our
failures.

In The Living Bible, Psalm 32 expresses the
blessing of being forgiven and really brings that
blessing to a personal level: What happiness for
those whose guilt has been forgiven! What joys
when sins are covered over! What relief for those
who have confessed their sins and God has cleared
their record.

Have you ever experienced guilt? Guilt
absolutely blocks your faith, because when you feel
God always sees that ugly sin you committed, you
feel ashamed, and you don’t think you are worthy
for Him to do anything for you. But when you go to
God’s word, you find out that the very moment you
repented, God cleared your record!

Isaiah 1:18 can really liberate you, because it
says, though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be



as white as snow. God will never hold any sin
against you, no matter what it was.

What happiness, what joy, what relief to learn
that in God’s eyes you are not guilty!

Intimately and Overwhelmingly Blessed

There is a psalm which never fails to minister to
the innermost part of my being. Psalm 139:1-10
describes the passionate love God has for every
single man, woman or child who belongs to Him:

O Lord, You have searched me and known me.
You know my sitting down and my rising up, You
understand my thought afar oft You comprehend my
path and my lying down, and are acquainted with
all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue,
but behold, 0 Lord, You know it altogether. You
have hedged me behind and before, and laid Your
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for
me;, it is high, I cannot attain it.

Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can
1 flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven,
You are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, You
are there. If I take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there
Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall
hold me.

You are blessed because God has laid His hand
upon you. In Bible times, when a father or a priest
laid their hands on someone, that was a significant,
lifelong blessing conveyed to that person. God has
laid His own hand upon you to bless you.



There is no place you can go that you can flee
from the presence of God. Even if you had wings to
fly to the farthest shore of the farthest sea, you
could not get away from God’s watchful eye over
you. His right hand will always be stretched out to
you, to lead you, to draw you, to pull you into the
sweetness of His presence. He will never let you get
away from Him.

There is something else that is precious in that
scripture. God knows you so intimately and is so
personally involved in your life that not only does
He know where you are and what you’re doing, and
where you are going to be tomorrow, but He
understands you. He knows your innermost
thoughts, your deepest concerns. He knows your
hurts, your confusion, your goals and your victories.
People pay fortunes to psychiatrists who really
know nothing at all, compared to God’s
understanding of you. The difference is, along with
His perfect understanding, God loves you!

What an incredible blessing for each of us to be
able to say:

“The Creator of the wuniverse knows me
personally.”

“God understands me, even my innermost
thoughts.”

“God knows where I’ve been and where I'm
going.”

“God has laid His hand upon me.”

“God never lets me out of His sight.”

“God always holds out His hand to lead me.”

“God’s right hand holds me.”



Read the same verses in the Living Bible out
loud, because this is your personal blessing from
God:

O Lord, You have examined my heart and know
everything about me. You know when I sit or stand.
When far away, you know my every thought. You
chart the path ahead of me and tell me where to
stop and rest. Every moment you know where I am.
You know what I am going to say before I even say
it. You both precede and follow me, and place your
hand of blessing on my head.

This is too glorious, too wonderful to believe! 1
can never be lost to your Spirit! I can never get
away from my God! If I go up to heaven, you are
there, if I go down to the place of the dead, you are
there. If I ride the morning winds to the farthest
oceans, even there your hand will guide me, your
strength will support me.

As I am writing this, I am sitting here thinking
about how blessed I am, and I am so overwhelmed
with the incredible love of God that I can hardly
stand it! I am blessed! You are blessed! What
relationship, what fellowship can compare to what
is offered to us by our loving heavenly Father? We
are blessed!

Blessed With Strength for Battle

Psalm 144 is a warring psalm. Life isn’t always
calm. To every believer there comes times of battle,
whether it is from the enemy or sudden upheavals in
our lives. God is all we need. He blesses us in those
times with special power and strength.



Blessed be the Lord my Rock, Who trains my
hands for war, and my fingers for battle - my loving
kindness and my fortress, my high tower and my
deliverer, my shield and the One in whom I take
refuge. Thank the Lord for his promises for trying
times:

God is our immovable rock.

God gives us strength and skill in battle.

God is our fortress.

God is our tower of strength.

God is our safety.

God is our deliverer.

The Lord God stands before us as a shield.

In 2005, Charles and I were in the midst of
planning for a glorious Healing Explosion which
God had told us many years before would take
place in the Astrodome. We never had so many
things come against us at once in our entire life. At
one point we were both in the hospital, flat on our
backs. Even though we led doctors and nurses to
Jesus and prayed for healing for lots of people, we
wanted to get back home and back in the office. But
instead of going home, we both were moved into a
rehabilitation hospital to regain our strength.

We could have called the Healing Explosion off
and said, “Well, we’re just getting old, and I guess
God can’t use us anymore; let someone else do it.”
But God has shown us over and over that He is
much bigger than our needs! We just had to press in
and stand on the word of God. When we don’t have
the strength, the word of God promises that He is
our tower of strength! He is our immovable rock!
He is our deliverer!



We were both on the stage at that phenomenal
Astrodome Healing Explosion, along with all our
family, guest ministries from all over the world, and
an auditorium filled with believers who swarmed
out to lay hands on the sick like bees swarm to
honey. God had given us a prophetic word, and
when we needed help from heaven, He provided all
the power we needed to stand firm until the
manifestation of our victory! Miracles took place!
Lives were changed! Ministries were birthed!

Psalm 18:1-2, 31-32 is another blessing for
strength and power:

I will love You, O Lord, my strength. The Lord
is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My
God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

For who is God, except the Lord? And who is a
rock, except our God? It is God who arms me with
strength, and makes my way perfect.”

Proclaim your blessing!

Praise and Magnify God for
His Incredible Love

The blessings of God touch every part of our
life and every need we could possibly have. Every
blessing is simply an expression of His love. As we
saw in Psalm 139, there is the intimate, gentle,
cherishing love of God that makes us know we are
valuable to Him. We read in Psalms and Isaiah
about the complete forgiveness and wiping away of
all of our sins that shows His compassion. Then, for
those really challenging times in our life, there is



the authoritative, powerful, protective love which
makes us ready for battle. Our hearts should be
overflowing with praise for such immeasurable love
and kindness and provision.

Psalm 145 is an example of an attitude of
heartfelt thanksgiving and gratitude. In the
Amplified, it says,

I will extol You, my God, O King; and I will
bless Your name forever and ever [with grateful,
affectionate praise]. Every day [with its new
reasons] will I bless You [affectionately and
gratefully praise You], yes, I will praise Your name
forever and ever.

Did you ever send someone a gift - a relative or
a friend or someone in need — and they never
bothered to respond? Did you keep wondering if
they received their package, or if they appreciated
what you had sent? Would you agree that a lack of
response could rob you of some of the joy you had
in blessing them, or even make you feel reluctant to
bless them anymore?

On the other hand, did you ever do something
nice for someone and they responded with such a
sincere expression of gratitude that you couldn’t
wait to bless them again? I believe that God’s
nature is so generous and so giving that He would
do absolutely anything in His power to bless
someone who recognizes what He has done and is
thankful.

There are new reasons every day to praise God!
Psalm 145, in the Amplified, continues to speak of
the kind and merciful nature of our loving God. Let



each verse prompt a real confession of
thanksgiving!

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in mercy and loving-
kindness. Praise God because He is not mad at us!

9 The Lord is good to all, and His tender
mercies are over all His works [the entirety of
things created]. Sometimes | just meditate on the
fact that God is a good God and how blessed we are
that He is so willing to cover us with unfailing
tenderness and mercy.

14 The Lord upholds all those [of His own] who
are falling and raises up all those who are bowed
down. What a joy that when we are weak, God
reaches out to help us and lifts us up out of our
failures.

15 The eyes of all wait for You [looking,
watching, and expecting] and You give them their
food in due season. Praise God that we have plenty
to eat and do not have to go hungry.

16 You open Your hand and satisfy every living
thing with favor. God is not tight-fisted; He is
generous! What a joy that He extends special favor
not just to us but to all our household, and He
desires to fill the entire world with his blessings.

17 The Lord is [rigidly] righteous in all His
ways and gracious and merciful in all His works.
We can trust and depend on a God who is perfectly
righteous. We can be confident that He will never
lie or disappoint us.

18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him,
to all who call upon Him sincerely and in truth. We



are never alone! God never fails to hear us when we
call on Him!

19 He will fulfill the desires of those who
reverently and worshipfully fear Him,; He also will
hear their cry and will save them. God is faithful to
bless us when we worship Him.

In the Beatitudes, Jesus said, “Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). One of the promises
of God is that He will fulfill the hunger and thirst
that you have for Him and His righteousness. That
is exactly what God is going to do to you through
this book. You are going to grow in faith, you are
going to grow in your knowledge of the nature of
God, and You are going to grow in gratitude and
praise to Him for all of His blessings.

Psalm 146:1, in the Living Bible, says: Praise
the Lord! Yes, really praise him! I will praise him
as long as I live, yes, even with my dying breath. Let
that be your lifelong confession!

It continues, But happy is the man who has the
God of Jacob as his helper, whose hope is in the
Lord his God... He is the God who keeps every
promise, and gives justice to the poor and
oppressed, and food to the hungry. He frees the
prisoners and opens the eyes of the blind; he lifts
the burdens from those bent down beneath their
loads. For the Lord loves good men. He protects
the immigrants, and cares for the orphans and
widows. But he turns topsy-turvy the plans of the
wicked.



Blessed With Spiritual Blessings

God made us with a body, a soul and a spirit.
The previous pages concentrate on many of the
blessings He has provided for our body and our
soul, which is our thinking, our attitudes and our
emotions. But we are spiritual beings, as well.

Once Jesus ascended into heaven, and the
apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit, a whole
new dimension of spiritual awakening took place.
We are spiritually blessed beyond anything Adam
or Isaiah or David could ever have imagined.

The book of Ephesians is what I often refer to as
the wild book of the Bible. The promises in
Ephesians are really earth shaking and almost
beyond the scope of the human mind to understand.

Ephesians 1:3 says, He has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ. In the Living Bible, it says, How we praise
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every blessing in heaven because
we belong to Christ. 1 love the Amplified, which
points out the ministry of the Holy Spirit, saying,
Who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
(Holy Spirit given) blessing in the heavenly realm!

When I began to think about those words and
what they promise, I couldn’t wait to get every
single one of those Holy Spirit blessings!

Verses 4-8 in the Living Bible are beautiful and
life changing:

Long ago, even before he made the world, God
chose us to be his very own, through what Christ
would do for us; he decided then to make us holy in



his eyes, without a single fault - we who stand
before him covered with his love. His unchanging
plan has always been to adopt us into his own
family by sending Jesus Christ to die for us. And he
did this because he wanted to!

Now all praise to God for his wonderful
kindness to us and his favor that he has poured out
upon us, because we belong to his dearly loved Son.
So overflowing is his kindness towards us that he
took away all our sins through the blood of his Son,
by whom we are saved; and he has showered down
upon us the richness of his grace

- for how well he understands us and knows
what is best for us at all times.

It has always been amazing to me that God
chose to make us faultless and holy by taking His
sinless Son and transferring all of our sins onto
Him, and then taking all of Jesus’ virtue and
transferring it to us. If you cannot visualize that in
your head, picture two little test tubes, or two vials
like you would see in a chemistry laboratory. One
represents Jesus and the other represents you. One
vial is absolutely pure and sinless. The other is
murky and contaminated with all your sins. God
took the sinless vial, which is Christ, and He
dumped all of your nasty sins right into that vial.
Then He filled you with the spotless purity of
Christ. How we should always praise and glorify
Him for such kindness and mercy.

One thing I love to do is make every promise in
Ephesians personal, because it is so powerful. As
we digest theses verses, put your name in every



phrase and see what it does to you when you read
your blessing out loud!

Long ago, even before he made the world, God
chose (put your name) to be his very own, through
what Christ would do for (vour name),; he decided
then to make (your name) holy in his eyes, without
a single fault. I (your name) stand before God
covered with His love. Just stop there for a moment
and let the Spirit of God make that a living reality
inside of you. If that were the only blessing in the
entire Bible, it would be enough to praise God
throughout all eternity!

It is almost beyond the capabilities of my finite
mind to understand that God in His love and His
grace and His mercy was willing to choose me, and
to make me holy in His eyes without a single fault.
Today I stand before Him covered with His love.
You are chosen; you are holy in His eyes without a
single fault; you are standing before Him covered
with His love. Doesn’t this knowledge thrill you
beyond the ability to express it in words?

Verse 5 says, His unchanging plan has always
been to adopt us into his own family by sending
Jesus Christ to die for us. And he did this because
he wanted to!

Just think, God let Jesus die for us because He
wanted to. Not because He had to, but because He
wanted to.

A New Birth Certificate

Verse 5 in the Amplified says, For He
foreordained us (destined us, planned in love for



us) to be adopted [revealed] as His own children
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with the
purpose of His will - because it pleased Him and
was His kind intent.

Whenever 1 think about anybody adopting
somebody, or I think about us being adopted into
the family of God, I probably understand it as well
as anybody does, because of what happened in my
marriage to Charles. When I married Charles, I had
a sixteen-year-old daughter. The first thing that
Charles said to me was, “I want to adopt Joan.”

I said, “Well, you will have to ask Joan,”
because I felt the decision had to rest with her.

One of the most exciting things that ever
happened in Joan’s life was when Charles Hunter
said to her, “I want to adopt you.” He did not have
to adopt her, but he said, “I want to adopt you.”

Joan came to Houston about a month after
Charles and I were married, because she wanted to
finish her term of school in Miami where we lived
at that time. She then arrived in Houston; and
Charles wanted so badly for Joan to be his own
daughter that we immediately made an appointment
with a judge in the Courthouse downtown. Before
Joan ever got to see or meet anybody in the Houston
area, we stood before a judge, and her name was
changed to Joan Hunter.

Even though that happened forty years ago, I
still cannot share that story without remembering
the love that Charles felt. He said, “I do not want
Joan ever to be known as anybody except my very

2

own.



In the state of Texas, you have to be a resident
for six months before an adoption can go through;
and at the end of six months, we went to Court
again. The Court had investigated us and decided
that Charles was a proper father for Joan, so the
adoption was granted. Once adopted into Charles’
family, by Texas law, she has every right and every
privilege and every honor of being Charles’
daughter; and everything that belongs to Charles
Hunter also belongs to Joan.

In Texas, once they finalize the adoption, the
original birth certificate, which shows the name of
Joan’s natural father, is buried. It is under lock and
key, and the only person who can ever get that
certificate out is Joan, herself. Even I cannot get her
original birth certificate. Her legal birth certificate
shows: Mother — Frances Hunter; Father —
Charles Hunter. I think that is really incredible,
because I did not even know Charles when Joan
was born; but her birth certificate has as her natural
father, Charles Edward Hunter.

Charles is now Joan’s father. Everything he has
belongs to Joan, because he chose to make her his
very own. He did not have to; he chose because he
wanted to. Now you can understand the love of God
when He chose to adopt you. God did not have to
choose me, and God did not have to choose you.
God chose us because He wanted to.

However, there was another condition to the
adoption process of God adopting each of us - He
had to allow Jesus to die, so that precious blood
would make the adoption complete. Overflowing in
his kindness towards us that he took away all our



sins through the blood of his Son, by whom we are
saved (Ephesians 1: 7).

Did you ever try to total up all the things that
have ever been sin in your life, and then consider
the fact that God took them all away. I would never
want to try and list everything that He has forgiven
me for - the list would be so long it would be
depressing.

How can we possibly understand the fullness of
such love and such kindness toward us, that God
removed all of our sins through the blood of his
own Son, so we could be His. The blood of Jesus
wrote us a new Birth Certificate.

Showers of Blessings

The first chapter of Ephesians has such

revelation of the love of God for us that it is beyond
one’s ability to describe. What confidence we can
have in such a Father. God never intended to be
distant and impersonal. His desire was intimacy
with his family. From the very beginning, knowing
man would be unable to live a sinless life, He
planned for the blood of Jesus to make that intimate
fellowship once again possible.

Verse 8 says, And he has showered down upon
us the richness of his grace - for how well he
understands us and knows what is best for us at all
times.

Grace can be likened to God’s kindness, good
will, or favor. Isn’t it wonderful to have the good
will of God to help you through every situation in
your life?



God doesn’t measure out his grace with a
teaspoon. Ephesians says that He showers upon us
the richness of his grace. Rich means plenty,
doesn’t it? When God showers down his grace upon
you, you are completely saturated!

As a child walking home from school,
sometimes the sky, which in the morning was bright
and sunny, would darken with clouds in the
afternoon. Then the thunder would roll, and there I
would be, caught without my raincoat or umbrella. I
would arrive home drenched to the bone - socks
shoes, everything! The showers of grace that God
pours upon us are intended to soak us! His grace
will lift you above the things of this world.

Verse 8 continues, For how well he understands
us and knows what is best for us at all times. Isn’t it
exciting to know how well God understands you?
Isn’t this a beautiful picture of someone who really
cares deeply about you? Only someone who is
genuinely interested in and who is capable of
understanding every single facet of your life, can
know exactly what is best for you.

Haven’t you wondered at times, in this situation
or that situation, what would be the best thing for
you? And then you dilly-dallied back and forth
trying to make up your mind. I am blessed, and you
are blessed, because God knows what is the very
best of all options for everything that concerns us.
All we have got to do is walk with Him moment by
moment, and the best will become reality.

The apostle Paul had to be totally in the Holy
Spirit when he wrote to the Ephesians, because no



human mind could have expressed so fully the heart
of God towards his children.

Did you ever wonder what God’s reason was for
sending Christ? We know that the blood of Jesus
was shed to provide forgiveness of our sins. We
know God wanted to adopt us into His family
because of His great love for us. But that wasn’t the
end of God’s plan! Verses 9 and 10 tell us even
more:

God has told us his secret reason for sending
Christ, a plan he decided on in mercy long ago,
and this was his purpose: that when the time is ripe
he will gather us all together from wherever we are
- in heaven or on earth - to be with him in Christ,
forever.

No more night or day! No more time pressures
to worry about! No cares! What a joy to look
forward to - the privilege of being with Him in
heaven for eternity!

Verse 11 says, Moreover, because of what
Christ has done we have become gifis to God that
he delights in, for as part of God’s sovereign plan
we were chosen from the beginning to be his, and
all things happen just as he decided long ago.

I will have to be honest with you. I cannot think
of anything about me that God might want as a gift.
Yet, His word says that, because of what Christ has
done, Frances Hunter has become a gift to God that
He delights in. Put your name in there! Since God’s
word says that you became a gift to God, this is a
wonderful promise you can claim.

If that promise doesn’t blow your mind, just
look at what verse 18 says (TLB):



1 pray that your hearts will be flooded with light
so that you can see something of the future he has
called you to share. I want you to realize that God
has been made rich because we who are Christ’s
have been given to him!

This is a blessing of God that is totally beyond
my comprehension. But, you don’t have to
understand it; just accept it. God 