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Chapter 1
Origins: Satan and His
Kingdom

Believers are seated with Christ in heavenly places,
far above all powers and principalities of darkness. No
demon can deter the believer who is seated with Christ
far above all the works of the enemy! Our seating and
reigning with Christ in heavenly places is a position of
authority, honor, and triumph—not failure, depression,
and defeat.

Since the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ has the
triumph and victory over the devil and his cohorts in
every encounter, why. does it seem so many believers
are subject to Satan and his deceptions?

Whether or not believers are victorious over the
devil depends on what view they have of themselves as
the Church—militant, defeated, or triumphant. It all
depends on how well they understand their position in
Christ.

The militant Church depicts a body of believers who
are not yet seated in heavenly places in Christ and are
still "battling" to try to gain the victory over an enemy
that hasn't been defeated yet by the Lord Jesus Christ.

The defeated Church also gives us a picture of a
Church which is ignorant of the fact that they are
seated with Christ and that they are supposed to be
reigning in life through Jesus Christ. Because they are
ignorant of their position in Christ or they've never
used the authority they really possess, these believers
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are constantly ravaged by the wiles of Satan and are in
a state of continual failure and defeat.

But the triumphant Church 1s the Dbiblical
perspective of the Body of Christ seated with Christ in
heavenly places far above all powers and principalities
(Eph. 1:3; 2:6). The triumphant Church scripturally
portrays a Body of believers who not only know but
exercise their authority in Christ and therefore reign
victoriously in life through Jesus Christ over Satan, a
defeated foe (Rom. 5:17).

In this age when demon activity is increasing
around the world, it is vital that believers know what
their redemption in Christ entitles them to. We need to
be fully convinced of the authority that is ours because
of the victory Jesus has already won for us over all the
power of the enemy. The only way we can have
confidence in our authority over the enemy is to know
and walk in the light of the written Word of God.

With that introduction, let's go to the Book of
beginnings, Genesis, and start our study by
Investigating the origins of Satan and lis kingdom.

Hints of a Possible Pre-Adamic
Kingdom

The origin and fall of Satan, or Lucifer, as he was
called is made fairly clear in Scripture. He was called
Lucifer before his expulsion and fall from Heaven, but
Satan after his expulsion and fall. The origin of demons,
devils, or evil spirits is not made so clear.

Some Bible scholars believe millions of years
elapsed between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. And some
believe there could have been an original earthly
kingdom before the creation recorded in Genesis chapter
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GENESIS 1:1,2
1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the

earth.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

The evil spirits that are here on earth now could
have been part if that original pre-Adamic kingdom.
Many Bible scholars agree that even before the flood, a
pre-Adamic kingdom existed, because we know from
archeological discoveries that dinosaurs and mammoth
animals once lived on the earth.

Where did they come from? Maybe those creatures
came from a different kind of creation that existed on
the earth before Adam—some kind of a pre-Adamic
creation. In Isaiah chapter 14, we have hint in
Scriptures of a pre-Adamic kingdom.

ISATIAH 14:12-14
12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations!
13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ASCEND
INTO HEAVEN, I will exalt MY THRONE ABOVE
THE STARS of God: I will sit also upon the mount of

the congregation, in the sides of the north:
14 I will ASCEND ABOVE the HEIGHTS of the
CLOUDS; I will be like the most High.

Evidently Lucifer had some kind of a throne
indicating some kind of authority. Lucifer probably
reigned below the clouds and stars because verse 13
says, "... I will exalt my throne ABOVE the stars.”
implying that Lucifer's throne was below the stars. If
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Lucifer's throne was below the stars, it could have
encompassed and included the realm and domain of the
earth.

It's possible that Lucifer ruled a kingdom here on
earth which existed before Adam but at the same time
pre-historic animals roamed this earth. Maybe Satan
ruled his kingdom during this pre-Adamic creation, and
the evil spirits we now have on the earth were fallen
spirit beings from that creation. We don't have chapter
and verse for it; but on the other hand, Scripture
doesn't refute it either. We do see hints of it in the
Scripture.

Also, we do know that there are evil spirits here on
the earth today. So where did they come from? The
other possibility is that evil spirits include those angels
that fell in Lucifer's rebellion (Rev. 12:4,9).

Man was not part of that pre-adamic creation, for
the Bible indicates that Adam was the first man: "And,
so it is written, The FIRST MAN Adam was made a
living soul..." (1 Cor. 15:45). But some kind of creation
could have existed before Adam—even an entirely
different kind of creation than we know today.

I'm not presenting this theory dogmatically because
we don't have enough light on it in the Scriptures to be
dogmatic. We can't be dogmatic on matters we can't
support scripturally. Sometimes we wish we had more
light on the origin of evil spirits, but evidently God told
us in His Word what He wanted us to know.

Lucifer's Original Position and Fall

We can say with certainty that the devil and demons
are fallen beings because the Bible says they are. They
have fallen from whatever estate they once occupied
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(Rev. 12:4,9). And the Bible does shed light on the
origin of Satan, or Lucifer, as he was originally called.

Where did Satan come from originally? Isaiah 14
and Ezekiel 28 give us a picture of Lucifer's existence in
the beginning as God originally created him and his
rebellion and fall. We know that God didn't make Satan
as he is today because God made everything in the
beginning and it was all good (Gen. 1:10,12,18,21,25;
James 1:17).

In Ezekiel chapter 28, the Bible describes Lucifer
before his expulsion and fall from Heaven.

EZEKIEL 28:12-16
12 ... Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the
sum, FULL OF WISDOM, and PERFECT IN BEAUTY.
13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; EVERY
PRECIOUS STONE WAS THY COVERING ... the
workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was
prepared in thee in the day that THOU WAST
CREATED.
14 Thou art THE ANOINTED CHERUB that covereth;
and I have set thee so: THOU WAST UPON THE
HOLY MOUNTAIN OF GOD; thou hast walked up and
down in the midst of the stones of fire.
15 Thou was PERFECT IN THY WAYS from the day
that thou wast created, TILL INIQUITY WAS FOUND

IN THEE.
16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they
have filled the midst of thee with violence, and
THOU HAST SINNED: therefore I will cast thee
AS PROFANE out of the mountain of God: and 1
will destroy thee, O COVERING CHERUB, from
the midst of the stones of fire.

In this passage the Bible refers to Lucifer as a
created being, “an anointed cherub,” not as a human
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being: "Thou was perfect in all thy ways from the day
that THOU WAST CREATED, till iniquity was found
in thee" (v. 15).

God didn't create Lucifer as we know him now. After
Lucifer's expulsion and fall from Heaven, he became the
devil, but he was not created that way. God created
Lucifer perfect in his ways (Ezek. 28:15), full of wisdom
and perfect in beauty (v. 12). The Bible also says that
Lucifer was "... upon the holy mountain of God ..."
(Ezek. 28:14), so we know he had some access to God.

Here is another interesting thought about Lucifer as
he was originally created. Ezekiel 28:13 tells us: “... the
workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was
prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created."

Evidently Lucifer had something to do with music.
Perhaps he was Heaven's chief musician before his
expulsion and fall from Heaven. Did you ever notice
how music plays a part in the plan and program of God,
as well as in Satan's plan?

The right kind of music prepares you to yield to the
Spirit of God, and the wrong kind prepares you to yield
to the spirit of the devil. The devil works through the
flesh or unregenerated soul, but God works through
your spirit by the Holy Spirit.

The Bible says iniquity was found in Lucifer (Ezek.
28:15). What was his sin?

EZEKIEL 28:17,18
17 THINE HEART WAS LIFTED UP BECAUSE OF
THY BEAUTY, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom BY
REASON OF THY BRIGHTNESS....

18 Thou hast DEFILED thy sanctuaries by

the multitude of THINE INIQUITIES....

10
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Lucifer was lifted up in pride because of his great
beauty. Because of his pride, he wanted to become like
God and ascend into Heaven so he could usurp God's
authority. The Bible talks about Lucifer's iniquity in
Isaiah 14, where God tells us Lucifer's evil intentions
based on his five declarations or "I wills."

ISATAH 14:13,14
13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I WILL ascend into
heaven, I WILL exalt my throne above the stars of God:
I WILL sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north:

14 T WILL ascend above the heights of the

clouds; I WILL be like the most High.

Evidently Lucifer was a free moral agent and had
free exercise of his own will, for Lucifer said, "I will.”
He could choose. And he made the wrong choice; he
tried to exalt his throne above God's throne. Because of
that, God said to Lucifer, “... thou hast sinned ..." (Ezek.
28:16).

Then in Ezekiel 28, notice how God responded to
Lucifer's five "I wills" with five "I wills" or declarations
of His own. When God declared, "I will" He decreed
righteous judgment for Lucifer's rebellion, which
resulted in Lucifer's expulsion and fall from Heaven.

EZEKIEL 28:16-18
16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled
the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned:
therefore I WILL cast thee as profane out of the
mountain of God: and I WILL destroy thee, O covering
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by
reason of thy brightness: I WILL cast thee

11
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to the ground, I WILL lay thee before kings,
that they may behold thee.

18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude
of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick;
therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee,
it shall devour thee, and I WILL bring thee to ashes
upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

We see Lucifer's expulsion and fall from Heaven in
these passages in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, and Jesus
also described it in Luke 10.

ISAIAH 14:12

12 How art thou FALLEN FROM HEAVEN,
O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou
CUT DOWN TO THE GROUND, which didst
weaken the nations!

EZEKIEL 28:16,17
16 ... I will CAST THEE AS PROFANE OUT OF THE
MOUNTAIN OF GOD....

17 ... I will CAST THEE TO THE GROUND....

LUKE 10:18
18 And he [Jesus] said unto them, I beheld
Satan as lightning FALL FROM HEAVEN.

Satan's Names Reveal His Nature
and Character

In the garden of Eden we get a glimpse of Lucifer, or
Satan, as he was called after his expulsion and fall from
Heaven. This passage also reveals Satan's nature and
character after his fall. The Bible says, "Now the
SERPENT was more SUBTIL than any beast of the
field which the Lord God had made"” (Gen. 3:1). Once
tempted, Eve told God, "The serpent BEGUILED me,

12
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and I did eat” (Gen. 3:13), showing Satan's crafty and
deceptive nature.

Once an anointed cherub in the mountain of God,
Satan was cursed by God and took the form of a
serpent: "And the Lord God said unto THE SERPENT,
Because thou hast done this, THOU ART CURSED
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field;
UPON THY BELLY SHALT THOU GO, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life" (Gen. 3:14).

What do the Scriptures say regarding Satan's
nature and character? The biblical names given to
Satan reveal his nature, character, and also show his
realm of authority on this earth.

Adversary: “.. your ADVERSARY the
devil...walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1
Peter 5:8).

Thief: "The THIEF cometh...to steal, and to kill, and
to destroy ..." (John 10:10).

Murderer and liar: "Ye [the scribes and the
Pharisees] are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do. He was a MURDERER from the
beginning ...he is a LIAR, and the father of it” (John
8:44).

Accuser of the brethren: “.. THE ACCUSER OF

OUR BRETHREN 1is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night” (Rev. 12:10).

Deceiver "And the great dragon was cast out, that
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
DECEIVETH the whole world ..." (Rev. 12:9).

Angel of light: "... for Satan himself is transformed
into an ANGEL OF LIGHT" (2 Cor. 11:4). As a deceiver,
Satan transforms himself into an angel of light.

13
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The prince of this world: "Now is the judgment of
this world: now shall THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD
be cast out"” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:8,11).

€«

Prince of the power of the air: “.. in time past ye
walked according to the course of this world, according
to THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, THE
SPIRIT that now worketh in the children of
DISOBEDIENCE" (Eph. 2:2).

The god of this world system: "In whom THE GOD
OF THIS WORLD hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not..." (2 Cor. 4:4).

If people understood that Satan is the god of this
world, it would clear up a lot of confusion they have
about why evil exists on this earth.

Some people are so taken up with the evil in the
world that they think the universe is basically evil
instead of good. Some people have accused God of being
the author and creator of evil. For example, I read an
article some time ago written by a well-known
newspaper columnist here in America. He said he was
not religiously inclined, didn't belong to any church, and
never had. He didn't believe the Bible was the Word of
God, and he didn't know if God existed or not.

In his article he said, "Christians say there is a God
who created everything and that God is running this
universe. Logically speaking, it would seem a Supreme
Being did create the universe. But if God is the Ruler of
this universe and He's running everything, He surely
has things in a mess. Why doesn't He put a stop to war
and poverty and innocent babies dying?"

He was trying to understand why a good God who is
ruling the world would allow evil to exist. But this
newspaper columnist had only heard one side of the

14
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argument—he didn't know that the Bible says Satan is
the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4).

If this journalist had known and believed the Bible,
he would have known that God made the world in the
beginning and saw that everything was good (Gen.
1:10,12,18,21,25,31; James 1:17). God made man and
gave man dominion over the work of His hands.

GENESIS 1:26,28

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have
DOMINION over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over ALL
THE EARTH, and over every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth....

28 And God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
HAVE DOMINION over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every
living thing that moveth upon the earth.

PSALM 8:4-6
4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the
son of man, that thou visitest him?
5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,
and hast crowned him with glory and honour.
6 THOU MADEST HIM TO HAVE
DOMINION OVER THE WORKS OF THY
HANDS: thou hast put all things under his
feet.

PSALM 115:16

16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the
Lord's: but the earth HATH HE GIVEN TO
THE CHILDREN OF MEN.

15
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Satan Took Possession of Man's Lost
Dominion

In the beginning, Adam had the dominion over this
world, and in that sense, Adam was made the "god" of
this world. But when Adam and Eve ate of the
forbidden fruit, their eyes were opened and they new
good and evil (Gen. 3:6,7). God had told Adam and Eve
that in he day they ate of the fruit, they would die.
Adam and Eve didn't die physically; they died
spiritually. When they died spiritually, hey were cut off
or separated from God. By that act of disobedience,
Adam forfeited his dominion on this earth to the devil.

The Bible substantiates the fact that Adam sold out
his dominion to Satan through disobedience, and
allowed Satan to become the god of this world. Look at
the account of Satan tempting Jesus.

LUKE 4:1,2,5-8

1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from

Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

2 Being forty days TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL....

5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain,

shewed unto him ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE

WORLD in a moment of time.

6 And the devil said unto him, ALL THIS POWER

[authority] will I give thee, and the glory of them: FOR

THAT IS DELIVERED UNTO ME; and to whomsoever

I will I give it.

7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, ALL shall be thine.
8 And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written,
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve.

There are several important truths to notice here.

16
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Ministers have said to me, "Satan was just lying to
Jesus by saying he would give Jesus the authority over
the kingdoms of the world, because Satan didn't have
authority over them." But Satan did have that authority
because the kingdoms of the world had been delivered
over to Satan by Adam when he sinned against God.

The Amplified Bible shows this even more clearly.

LUKE 4:5,6 (Amplified)
5 Then the devil took Him up to a high mountain, and
showed Him ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE
HABITABLE WORLD IN A MOMENT OF TIME—in
the twinkling of an eye;
6 And he said to Him, To You I will give all
THIS POWER and AUTHORITY and their
glory ... FOR IT HAS BEEN TURNED OVER
TO ME, and I give it to whom I will.

Who turned the kingdoms of the world over to
Satan? Was it God? No, God gave them to Adam
originally, but when Adam sinned and disobeyed God,
he forfeited his right to them, so Satan took dominion of
them.

We know Satan didn't have authority over the world
before Adam gave it to him, because Satan fell from the
dominion he did have (Ezek. 28:16-18; Luke 10:18).

So Adam had the dominion and authority over the
earth originally, but he delivered it into Satan's hands
when he disobeyed God's commandment (Rom. 5:14
Amp.). That's when Satan became the god of this world.

Also, if Satan didn't have the authority over the
kingdoms of this world, then the Bible is lying when it
says that Jesus was tempted by the devil (Luke 4:2). If
Satan had no authority and no real dominion over the
kingdoms of the earth, this wouldn't have been a real

17
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temptation to Jesus. But the Bible calls it a temptation:
"And Jesus ... was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,
Being forty days, TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL ..." (Luke
4:1,2). Therefore, Satan did have authority and
dominion on the earth because he could tempt Jesus
with it.

So Satan took Adam's place of dominion and
authority on the earth. But is that the end of it?
Emphatically, no! God sent Jesus to the earth to redeem
mankind and to restore to man his lost dominion and
authority on this earth. And as man exercises the
authority he has been given in Christ, he fulfills God's
plan and will upon the earth.

However, until Adam's lease runs out—that is, until
time as we know it comes to an end and Satan receives
God's final judgment—Satan has authority to be here.

Remember in the New Testament when Jesus would
enter into the synagogue, many times people who were
possessed with demons would cry out, “... What have we
to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come
hither to torment us BEFORE THE TIME?" (Matt.
8:29).

Satan knows his time on this earth is running out,
and he knows his impending torment and doom are
prophesied in the Book of Revelation (Rev. 20:10).

Satan's Dominion After His Fall Also
Encompasses the Heavenlies

Ephesians 6:12 tells us that Satan's kingdom
encompassed not only the realm of this world, but it
also included the regions known in the Bible as the
"high places" or "the heavenlies:”

EPHESIANS 6:12

18
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12 For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against PRINCIPALITIES,
against POWERS, against the RULERS OF
THE DARKNESS of this world, against
SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS [or wicked spirits]
in HIGH PLACES [heavenlies].

Instead of "spiritual wickedness" a marginal note in
my King Tames Version reads "wicked spirits in the
heavenlies.” So we could read this verse: "For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against ... wicked
spirits IN THE HEAVENLIES." Therefore, we :now
that Satan rules in the heavenlies.

Three Heavens

What does the Bible mean by "heavenlies"? Actually,
the Bible refers to three heavens. We see a direct
reference to more than one heaven in Second
Corinthians 12:2. Most Bible scholars agree that the
Apostle Paul was talking about himself in this passage.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:2-4
2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago,
(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one
caught up to THE THIRD HEAVEN.
3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out
of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)
4 How that he was caught up into
PARADISE [Heaven], and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful
for a man to utter.

It stands to reason if there's a third Heaven there
also has to be a first and a second heaven, otherwise
there would be no point for the Scriptures to mention a

19
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third Heaven.

The first of the three heavens right above us is what
we call the atmospheric heavens, or the "heavenlies."
Beyond that, out in space, is the region where the stars,
sun, moon, and planets are—the stellar heavens or
space—which can be referred to as the second heaven.'

Out beyond that, further than science knows about
or has been able to explore, is the third Heaven—the
Heaven of heavens—where God's throne is located.

We are given some information about the third
Heaven in the Scriptures. For example, we know that
under the New Covenant, Paradise i1s located in this
third Heaven (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7). We
know dJesus is in Heaven at the right hand of God
(Mark 16:19; Heb. 1:3; 4:14).

And the Bible tells us that Jesus is preparing a
place for believers in Heaven: "In my Father's house
[Heaven] are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you" (John
14:2,3).

And we know with a certainty that believers go to
Heaven to be with Jesus when they die. Jesus said,
"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also" (John 14:3).

Paul also told us believers go to Heaven when they
die: "... to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.... I

am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart,
and TO BE WITH CHRIST ..." (Phil. 1:21,23).

The 'Heavenlies' or the High Places

1 Merrill F. Unger, Unger's Bible Dictionary (Chicago, Illinois: Moody Press,
1957), p. 463.

20
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The Bible doesn't mention just one heaven, but it
talks about the "heavenlies." Ephesians 6:12 says that
we don't wrestle against flesh and blood, but we do
wrestle against principalities, powers, rulers of the
darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in the
heavenlies or in "high places."

In 1952 Jesus appeared to me in a vision which I
relate at great length in another chapter. He talked to
me for an hour and a half on the subject of Satan,
demons, and demon possession. One of the things He
said to me was that there were four types, classes, or
categories of demons or evil spirits as Paul listed them
in Ephesians 6.

Jesus said that in listing these demonic powers,
Paul started at the bottom of the list with the lowest
class of demon and worked up in order of their rank:
principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this
world, spiritual wickedness in high places (or as some
translations read "wicked spirits in the heavenlies").

EPHESIANS 6:12

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against PRINCIPALITIES,
against POWERS, against the RULERS OF
THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD, against
SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH
PLACES.

Below they are listed in their order or rank from the
greatest to the least in power with some explanation
about their rank:

1. Wicked spirits or spiritual wickedness in high
places: This highest class exists in the
heavenlies, not on the earth.

2. Rulers of the darkness of this world: The highest

21
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class of demons believers have to deal with on
the earth.

3. Powers: The next class or category. They are
dominated by and receive their instruction from
the rulers of the darkness of this world.

4. Principalities: The lowest class. They are ruled
over and dominated by the other classes and do
very little thinking on their own.

I believe we have scriptural grounds for believing
that the first three classes of demons and evil spirits—
principalities, powers, and the rulers of the darkness of
this world—exist in the first heaven, which includes the
air and the atmospheric heavens right above us.

It is the dwelling place of demons because the Bible
calls Satan the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2).
That is his domain. You can't see them, but they are
there and they dominate and rule anyone on earth who
will let them.

Out beyond the atmosphere or air in the stellar
heavens is the second heaven where the stars and the
planets are located. I personally believe the second
heaven is what the Bible refers to in Ephesians 6:12 as
the "high places." And that is the domain where wicked
spirits or "spiritual wickedness in high places” rule.

And out beyond that is the third Heaven, the
Heaven of heavens, the realm of Paradise where God's
throne is. Of course, there are no wicked spirits in God's
realm.

The Double Kingdom

So we know that the heavenlies is the domain of
principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this
world, and spiritual wickedness in high places. And
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when you understand that Adam forfeited his dominion
to the devil, it makes it easier to understand something
we see in the Scriptures—a double kingdom.

The double kingdom refers to a wicked kingdom
reigning in the heavenlies, which affects the lives of
men upon the earth. Unseen spiritual forces rule and
dominate men who rule seen earthly kingdoms—if men
let them.

We are told in Ephesians 6 that we are not dealing
with flesh and blood—with just the natures and
personalities of men on the earth. The Bible says we are
dealing with spiritual entities which rule in the
heavenlies. Therefore, a double kingdom refers to a
kingdom ruled on earth by men who are actually
dominated and influenced by spiritual rulers in the
heavenlies.

We see examples of this double kingdom in the
Scriptures. For example, the Bible gives us a glimpse of
this double kingdom operating in Ezekiel chapter 28.

Ezekiel 28:2

2 Son of man, say unto the PRINCE OF
TYRUS, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because
thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I
am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the
midst of the seas; yet THOU ART A MAN,
and not God, though thou set thine heart as
the heart of God.

In Ezekiel 28:1-10, a prophetic message is given
through the prophet Ezekiel to the prince of Tyrus, a
man, who was lifted up in pride. We know this refers to
an actual prince of Tyrus who ruled a kingdom because
God said, “.. yet thou art a man” (Ezek. 28:2). Angels
and evil spirits are not men. Therefore, this prince of
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Tyrus was a man who ruled a kingdom on the earth at
that time.

Then in the very same chapter in Ezekiel 28:11-19,
another prophetic word is given through Ezekiel, but
this one 1s addressed to the king of Tyrus, who was not a
man. The king of Tyrus was a wicked spiritual power
ruling in the heavenlies.

EZEKIEL 28:12,13
12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the KING
OF TYRUS, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and
perfect in beauty.
13 THOU HAST BEEN IN EDEN THE
GARDEN OF GOD; every precious stone
was thy covering ... : the workmanship of
thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared
in thee in the day that thou wast created.

We already saw that this passage refers to Lucifer.
The prince if Tyrus, a man, couldn't possibly have been
in Eden the garden of God. He hadn't even been born
yet. No, this "king of Tyrus" is not referring to a man; it
1s referring to a created being, Lucifer, a alien spirit
being who ruled an earthly kingdom from his position of
rulership in the heavenlies (Ezek. 28:13-15).

In these two beings—the prince of Tyrus, a man,
and the king of Tyrus, a spirit being (Lucifer himself)—
the Bible gives the idea of a double kingdom. A natural
kingdom on the earth is ruled by men, but it is
dominated by a spiritual kingdom ruled by spiritual
wickedness in the heavenlies.

Double Kingdom in the Book of
Daniel
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In the Book of Daniel, we find another example of
the double kingdom. Daniel had been fasting and
seeking God. An angel appeared to him and gave him a
revelation from God.

DANIEL 10:12,13
12 Then said he [the angel] unto me, Fear not, Daniel:
for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to
understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, THY
WORDS WERE HEARD, and I AM COME FOR THY
WORDS.
13 But THE PRINCE OF THE KINGDOM OF
PERSIA withstood me one and twenty days:
but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me; and I remained there with
the kings of Persia.

The prince of Persia—a wicked ruler in the
heavenlies—withstood the angel of God in the
heavenlies to prevent him from getting through to
Daniel with God's message. Although the angel came
with the answer the very first day Daniel began to
make supplication, the angel said, “... the prince of the
kingdom of Persia withstood me ..."” (Dan. 10:13).

The angel was talking about a battle that took place
out in the spirit world, in the heavenlies. The angel was
not referring to a man living upon the earth who
opposed him, but to a wicked ruler in the heavenlies.

On earth there was the physical, earthly kingdom of
Persia with a human prince heading up that kingdom.
But right above that kingdom in the heavenlies was a
spiritual kingdom of darkness, also called the kingdom
of Persia.

The spiritual kingdom was ruled by a wicked spirit
called the prince of Persia, and that evil spirit

25



The Triumphant Church

dominated the earthly government of Persia. So this
scripture is referring to a spirit being in the heavenlies
that ruled a region on earth through men who yielded to
him.

Why didn't this wicked spirit in the heavenlies want
the angel to get through to Daniel with God's message?
For the same reason evil spirits don't want God's
message to get through to people today. Satan and his
hosts don't want God's will to be known upon the earth,
and that's why Satan blinds men's minds from seeing
the truth of the gospel (2 Cor. 4:4).

In Daniel's case, Satan wanted to keep the angel
from revealing God's plans and purposes to Daniel
about the future. When the prince of Persia withstood
the angel of God, God sent reinforcement by sending
another angel, Michael, to assist in the battle: “... lo,
Michael, one of the chief princes [an angel of God], came
to help me" (Dan. 10:13).

Finally, on the twenty-first day, the angel got
through the heavenlies to Daniel with God's message in
answer to his prayer. God wanted to reveal to Daniel
what was about to take place on the earth and what
would take place in the future.

So we see that wicked spirits can dominate earthly
kingdoms and governments. Now let's look at the
influence of demons on individual people's lives on the
earth.

The Rulers of Darkness

Let's look specifically at one class of evil spirits
Jesus talked to me about called the rulers of the
darkness of this world (Eph. 6:12). Jesus explained,
"The highest class of demons you will have to deal with
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upon the earth are the rulers of the darkness of this
world. They are just exactly what the Word says they
are—they are rulers. They rule the darkness of this
world, and they rule over those who are in the
darkness."

Jesus explained that rulers of darkness also try to
rule over believers who are not walking in the light of
their redemption, or who don't know or don't exercise
their rights and privileges in Christ.

Jesus told me that according to His Word, believers
are to take authority over these first three classes of
demons: principalities, powers, and the rulers of the
darkness of this world. He said that if we on earth will
bind the operation of the first three classes of demons,
according to His Word, He will deal with the fourth
class of demons—spiritual wickedness in high places.

He gave me Matthew 18:18 to substantiate this.

MATTHEW 18:18

18 ... Whatsoever ye shall BIND ON
EARTH shall be bound in heaven [the
heavenlies]: and whatsoever ye shall LOOSE
ON EARTH shall be loosed in heaven [the
heavenlies].

We are to bind evil spirits in their operation against
us in Jesus' Name, based on the authority of God's
Word (Luke 10:19; Phil. :9,10; Isa. 54:17; Rev. 12:11).
That is what Matthew 18:18 means. as we stand in our
authority in Christ and bind the operation of the first
three classes of evil spirits here in the realm of earth,
that tops them in their operation against us. When we
do that, then Jesus said He will deal with the highest
class of demons, spiritual wickedness ruling in the high
places.
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Jesus went on to explain that the rulers of the
darkness of this world are actually the most intelligent
type of evil spirit believers have to deal with.

Jesus explained, "It is always one of these rulers of
the darkness of this world that possesses a person. Also,
the rulers of the darkness of this world rule over the
other spirits and tell them what to do.

"For example, they rule over powers and tell them
what to do. And the powers in turn rule over the
principalities and tell them what to do. The lowest type
of demons have very little authority of their own and do
very little thinking of their own; they are told what to
do."

Jesus said to me that anyone who is walking in
darkness can be dominated by rulers of darkness. They
rule over all unsaved people and anyone walking in
darkness, including believers who are walking in
darkness.

That's why sometimes even saved people can yield
to these spirits and let them dominate them if they are
walking in darkness—if they're not in fellowship with
God and walking in the light of His Word. Evil spirits
will dominate believers, if they allow them to—by
consent, ignorance, or disobedience. That's the reason
people, including believers, do certain things and don't
know why they do them.

Jesus said, "That's why sometimes people who
commit acts of darkness say, 'l don't know what made
me do that.!" Or that's why perfectly good people say
about someone else, ' would never do anything like
that," and before long, they've done something worse."

Jesus said that's why sometimes even in someone's
own family, a family member does something strange or

28



Origins: Satan and His Kingdom

out of character, and other family members say, "What
in the world made him do that? I've never seen
anything like that!"

The reason they do it is that they are being
dominated by rulers of darkness—demons and evil
spirits. If they're walking in darkness, they are being
ruled over and motivated by those rulers of darkness.

Jesus gave me First John 5:19 to illustrate what He
was talking about: "And we know that we are of God,
and the whole WORLD lieth in WICKEDNESS
[darkness]" (1 John 5:19).

Jesus said to me, "Every unsaved man and woman,
regardless of who they are—whether it's your kinfolks
or someone else's kinfolks, your brother, sister, mother,
or father—every unsaved person is in the kingdom of
darkness. And they are ruled or motivated more or less
by these demons or evil spirits who are the rulers of the
darkness of this world."

Then Jesus said, "Whether they want to admit it or
not, or whether you or anyone else wants to admit it,
that is absolutely the truth." Those who have not been
born again and who have not come into the Body of
Christ are still in the kingdom of darkness. So every
person who is not in the Kingdom of light is still ruled
or dominated to some extent by those demon spirits in
the kingdom of darkness, although they may not know
it (Eph. 2:1-3). That's the reason people do and say
things they said they would never do."

We see many examples of the unsaved being
motivated by evil spirits. For example, I was preaching
in California one time, and I read in the newspaper that
a twenty-eight-year-old young man had deliberately
drowned his own four-year-old son in the bathtub.
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When the authorities questioned this young man,
they found he was all right mentally. He had no record
of wrongdoing, had a good job, and lived in a fine home.
He had no financial worries, came from a good family
from whom he had inherited part of his wealth, and had
worked in the family business. They couldn't find one
thing wrong with him.

He told the authorities that there wasn't anything
wrong with him mentally; he wasn't worried, had no
problems, and the child was good. "But," he said, "while
I was bathing him, I suddenly had an uncontrollable
urge to harm him, and a voice told me to drown him. I
yielded to it, and when I came to myself, I was holding
my child under the water. I cried, 'Oh, God, why did I
do that!"

You see, he was dominated by evil spirits—rulers of
the darkness of this world—because he was in
darkness; he wasn't saved. But believers don't need to
be dominated by evil spirits because we have been
delivered out of the kingdom of darkness and translated
into the Kingdom of light (Col. 1:13). We are in the light
where Jesus is our Lord. He is the One who is to
dominate us. He is the Ruler over us. He is our Head,
not rulers of darkness.

Satan is the head of those who are unsaved. If the
unsaved people of this world really knew the truth, they
would run to Christians to find out how to get saved so
they could come out from under Satan's dominion.

There 1s a spirit world that is even more real than
this physical world. People need to know that. When
you talk about the spirit world, you have to realize that
God is a Spirit (John 4:24), and that the devil, demons,
and evil spirits also exist in the spirit world, as do
angels—both good and evil. But believers have
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authority over evil spirits; the unsaved do not, for Satan
1s their god.

Rulers of Darkness Can't Rule in the
Light

The New Testament is a revelation of God's great
plan of redemption. Colossians 1:13 tells us that Jesus
came to deliver us from the power and authority of
devils and evil spirits who rule in the realm of
darkness: "... [Jesus] hath delivered us FROM THE
POWER J[authority] OF DARKNESS, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son."

The only place rulers of darkness aren't ruling is
where the light has come. What light? The light of
education? The light of science? No. The light of the
gospel!

The Word says that believers are the children of
light, not of darkness (1 Thess. 5:5) because we have
been born again into God's Kingdom of light. That's why
it's so important to walk in the light! Walking in the
light of God's Word ensures protection against all of
Satan's evil hosts.

Jesus pointed out to me that because believers are
children of God or children of the light, they are in the
world but not of the world (John 17:14-16), so they don't
have to be ruled by the devil. However, they allow the
devil to rule over them if they walk in darkness rather
than in the light.

The devil can also rule over us if we unknowingly
through ignorance of God's Word or willingly give him
permission to rule over us. That's one reason the Bible
exhorts believers to walk in the [light! Rulers of
darkness can't rule in the light, so they can't rule those
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who walk in the light!

Look at the contrast between the kingdom of
darkness and God's Kingdom of light.

JOHN 8:12

12 Then spake dJesus again unto them,
saying, I am the LIGHT of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk in
DARKNESS, but shall have the LIGHT of
life [zoe, the life of God].

JOHN 12:35,36,46
35... Yet a little while is the LIGHT with you. Walk
while ye have the LIGHT, lest DARKNESS come upon
you: for he that walketh in DARKNESS knoweth not
whither he goeth.
36 While ye have LIGHT, believe in the LIGHT, that ye
may be THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT....

46 I am come a LIGHT into the world, that

whosoever believeth on me should not
abide in DARKNESS.

EPHESIANS 5:14
14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that
sleepest, and arise from the DEAD
[SPIRITUAL DARKNESS], and Christ shall
give thee LIGHT.

ROMANS 13:12

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand:
let us therefore cast off the WORKS OF
DARKNESS, and let us put on the ARMOUR
OF LIGHT.

2 CORINTHIANS 6:14
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
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righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath LIGHT with
DARKNESS?

1 JOHN 1:5-7
4 This then is the message which we have heard of him,
and declare unto you, that God is LIGHT, and IN HIM
1s NO DARKNESS at all.
5 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk
IN DARKNESS, we lie, and do not the TRUTH
[LIGHT]:
6 But IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT, as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all SIN [DARKNESS].

Glory to God! Demon powers have no authority to
rule over believers who walk in the light of God's Word
and give Satan no access. Believers can walk in the
light so they won't fall prey to Satan.

In fact, as believers gain knowledge of God's Word,
light and liberty come. The knowledge of God's Word
brings light (Ps. 119:130), and it is the knowledge of
God's Word which sets us free in every area.

33






Chapter 2
Rightly Dividing Man: Spirit,
Soul, and Body

Evil spirits are fallen beings or disembodied spirits.
As disembodied spirits, they seek to inhabit man in
order to have a greater range of expression. As fallen
beings, evil spirits seek to oppress, obsess, and if
possible, to possess mankind.

In order to understand how demons and evil spirits
can affect mankind, you need to understand the
difference between the spirit, soul, and body of man.
And you need to understand the difference between
demonic oppression, obsession, and possession.

Let's begin by looking at the difference between the
spirit, soul, and body of man. When we understand that
man is a spirit, he has a soul, and he lives in a body—
we can understand how believers can give place to the
devil in their souls and bodies (Eph. 4:27).

Man Is a Spirit Being

Someone has said that man is a three-part being:
part is spirit, part is soul, and part is body. But I don't
like to say it that way because it's misleading. Actually,
man is a spirit; he's not part spirit. He's a spirit being.
He has a soul-—mind, will, and emotions—and he lives
in a body.

When expressed like that, the true nature of man
takes on a different significance than just saying "part"
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of him is spirit, "part" of him is soul, and "part" of him
1s body.

In the Bible we see the way God divides man. God
distinguishes the difference between the spirit, soul,
and body of man. If a person s spirit, soul, and body are
one, why does the Bible divide them?

1 THESSALONIANS 5:23

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and I pray God your whole SPIRIT
and SOUL and BODY be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

HEBREWS 4:12

12 For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of SOUL and SPIRIT, and of the
JOINTS and MARROW [the body], and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.

We need to understand man's nature because the
devil works through man's five physical senses and his
unredeemed soul and body to try to defeat him. When a
believer understands that, he can close the door to the
devil by renewing his mind—his soul—and keeping his
body—his flesh—under the dominion of his recreated
spirit. That's essential in standing victorious against
the dewvil.

Believers must learn how to let the real man—the
spirit man on the inside—dominate their soul and body.
That will solve many problems as far as the devil is
concerned. As believers let their recreated spirits
dominate, they will learn how not to give the devil any
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access—spirit, soul, or body.

You see, much of what is being called the "devil" or
demonic activity in the church world today is not demon
activity at all. It's man's unregenerated soul and flesh
dominating his recreated spirit. When the believer
understands that, he will readily be able to determine
what is and what is not demonic activity and undergird
his soul to stand strong against the enemy's attacks.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, HE
[his spirit—the man on the inside] is A NEW
CREATURE: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

You need to understand that it's not the outward
man—man's body—that becomes a new creature. It's
the inward man—man's spirit—that becomes a new
creature in Christ. If you had red hair before you were
born again, you have red hair after you are born again.
If you were bald headed before you were saved, you are
still bald headed.

The outward man doesn't change in the new birth,
and neither does the soul of man—his mind, will, and
emotions. Only the man on the inside changes. Old
things are passed away and all things are become new
in man's recreated spirit when he's born again, not in
his soul or body.

Because all things have not become new in your
body or soul in the new birth, that means you still have
your outward man to deal with. As long as you are in
your body, you will have the desires of the fleshly carnal
nature and the unredeemed soul to control. And that is
the realm where Satan tries to gain access to man.
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Dividing the Soul and Spirit

It is easy to distinguish between the body and soul
of man because that difference is obvious. But it is more
difficult to divide or distinguish between man's soul and
spirit. The Bible does not say that man's soul and spirit
are the same thing (1 Thess. 5:23).

It will help your spiritual growth immeasurably to
know the difference between your spirit and soul,
because to stand strong against the devil you will need
to learn how to renew your mind and feed your spirit.

To gain a better understanding of your nature, it
would help you to go through this process in your
thinking:

With my spirit, I contact the spiritual realm.

With my soul, I contact the intellectual and
emotional realm.

With my body, I contact the physical realm.

Hebrews 4:12 tells us that only the Word of God can
divide between the soul and the spirit of man: "For the
WORD OF GOD is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of SOUL and SPIRIT, and of the JOINTS and
MARROW [body]...."

There has not been much sound, biblical teaching
about how to distinguish the difference between the
spirit and soul of man. I've read textbooks used in
theological seminaries, and the way they present this
subject is confusing. Some Bible teachers say that the
soul and the spirit are the same. But the Bible divides
them so it stands to reason they aren't the same thing.
It would be just as unscriptural to say that the spirit
and soul are the same as it would be to say that the
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body and soul are the same.

The Soul of Man

JAMES 1:21
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive

with meekness the engrafted word, which
is able to SAVE YOUR SOULS.

The Book of James also makes a distinction between
the soul and the spirit of man. Also, notice that our
spirits are saved or recreated, but in this verse we see
that our souls are not saved in the new birth.

You see, James wrote this epistle to Christians—to
people whose spirits had already been recreated when
they were born again. But here James told these born-
again believers that their souls weren't born again yet.

Why aren't our souls saved when we are born again?
Because the new birth is a spiritual birth. It's not an
intellectual birth—a rebirth of man's mind. It's not a
soulish birth—a rebirth of man's soul and emotions.
And it's not a physical birth—a rebirth of man's body.

The new birth is only a rebirth of man's spirit; it's
not a mental or a physical experience. The baptism in
the Holy Spirit isn't a physical or a mental experience
either. They are both spiritual experiences which
eventually affect the physical and mental realms of
man.

Although the believer's spirit is recreated in the new
birth, he will have to do something about his soul
himself. If he doesn't do something with his soul, he will
give the enemy access to his life.

The Saving of the Soul
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James is saying that the Word of God is the only
thing that will save the believer's soul—his mind, will,
and emotions. Then James goes on to tell believers how
to get their souls saved or renewed.

James told believers that receiving the engrafted
word will save their souls. What does the Bible mean by
the "engrafted" Word?

According to Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical
Words, the word "engrafted" means to implant.” The
word "engrafted" carries the idea of a seed rooting itself
and causing growth. So the Word of God implanted or
engrafted into the soul of man has the ability and the
power to change or "save" man's soul.

That scripture used to bother me because I thought
man's soul was already saved in the new birth. But
then I found out that there is a difference between
man's spirit and his soul and that the soul isn't
recreated—only the spirit is. Actually, the saving of
man's soul is an ongoing process throughout a person's
life.

In studying demons and their influence on mankind,
why is it important for the believer to know that his
soul isn't saved yet? Because what many Christians are
attributing to Satan is really a problem of their souls
not being saved—their minds and emotions not being
renewed with the Word of God.

An unrenewed mind is a major area where believers
can give Satan access to them. Therefore, the believer
needs to understand how to receive the engrafted Word
to save his soul, so he can close the door to the devil.

The word "save" in James 1:21 is the Greek word

1 W. E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (Nashville,
Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1985), pp. 200,201.
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s0zo. Sozo is defined as to save, deliver, protect, heal,
preserve, make well, and make whole. So we could read
James 1:21, "... receive with meekness the engrafted
Word, which is able to save, heal, deliver, protect,
preserve, make well, and make your soul whole."

That means as you actively feed on God's Word, it
saves, delivers protects, heals, preserves, and makes
whole your soul, which is one of your greatest defenses
against Satan.

You see, if renewing or restoration needs to be done
on the inside of the believer it would have to be in his
soul—in his mind and emotions—not in his recreated
spirit. If a person's spirit has been recreated in Christ,
he doesn't need any restoration in his spirit.

Is receiving the engrafted Word the only thing the
believer has to do to get his soul saved? No, look at the
next verse: "But BE YE DOERS OF THE WORD, and
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James
1:22). You not only have to hear and receive the Word,
you also have to act on it before it will do you any good.

Hearing the Word and acting on it is a powerful
defense against Satan, because the Bible says, "Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you" (James 4:7). When you are submitted to
God's Word, you are submitted to God. And as you keep
your soul strong and renewed, it's easier to resist the
devil on every front.

1 PETER 1:22

22 Seeing ye have PURIFIED YOUR SOULS
in OBEYING THE TRUTH [the Word]
through the Spirit....

You'll have to be a doer of the Word before it will
profit your soul. Your soul will be saved, delivered,
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protected, healed, preserved, made well and whole by
receiving and by doing the Word.

That puts the responsibility on the believer if
anything is going to be done to his soul, doesn't it? And
it puts the responsibility on the believer if Satan is
going to have an inroad to him through his own soul.

That's exactly what the Bible is saying. Believers
themselves have to do something about the saving of
their own souls. As they undergird their souls with the
Word, Satan won't have an open door of access to them.

The major way believers close the door to the devil is
to get their minds renewed with the Word and by
practicing the Word. Many people are trying to cast the
devil out of believers, when the problem is not demonic.
The believer has just never learned to renew his mind,
so he keeps on thinking like he did before he was
redeemed when he was under Satan's dominion. Then
eventually he will start acting in line with his
unredeemed thinking, and soon he'll be dominated by
the devil instead of standing in his authority against
him.

Actually, the "saving" or the renewing of the soul is
the greatest need of the Church today—not casting
devils out of believers. Since the believer's spirit is the
only part of him that is born again or recreated, his soul
and his body are unchanged and still have to be dealt
with if he is to successfully withstand the devil's
attacks.

If the believer doesn't deal with his soul and body,
he will continually be opening a door to the enemy. Only
the believer himself can do something about renewing
his soul and bringing his body into subjection to his
spirit. And this is where the believer's major "battle" is
fought.
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There are many Christians who have been saved
and filled with the Holy Spirit for many years, whose
souls are not yet saved. Some Christians have lived and
died and their souls have never been saved, and they've
been tossed to and fro by the devil because of it. That's
absolutely the truth! Their souls weren't renewed,
restored, or made whole by the Word of God, so they
couldn't stand successfully against the attacks of the
devil.

Now don't misunderstand me. Just because
Christians haven't renewed their minds doesn't mean
they won't go to Heaven when they die. Of course they
will go to Heaven because their spirits are born of God
—they're children of God. But Christians who have
failed to renew their minds forfeit the privilege to enter
into all that belongs to them in Christ while they are
here on earth. And even though they have victory over
the devil in Christ, they never understand how to
successfully stand in that victory because of an
unrenewed mind.

'He Restores My Soul'

Let's look at another verse in connection with the
saving of the soul. We've all read Psalm 23 many times.
The psalmist said, "He restoreth my soul..." (Ps. 23:3).
Psalm 23 is a prophetic psalm that belongs to the
Church. It was written in King David's day for the
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are living in Psalm
23 right now because it says, "The Lord is my
shepherd...," and in the New Testament Jesus called
Himself the good shepherd (John 10:11).

Actually, the word "restoreth" in Psalm 23 and the
Greek word translated "renew" in Romans 12:2 have
about the same meaning. To "restore" carries the
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connotation to recover, rescue, restore, reverse. To
"renew" means to renovate or to restore or to make like
new.

If you had a valuable antique chair, you'd probably
want it restored. It might not even look like it's worth
much. But after it is restored, it is still the same chair,
but it's renewed or made like new, and it looks like a
brand-new chair.

Man's spirit is not restored or renewed; it is actually
born again or recreated. But man's emotional and
mental realms need to be restored with the Word of
God. The greatest need of the Church today is for
believers' minds and emotions to be renewed or restored
with the Word. The Word, which is spirit and life (John
6:63), has the ability to restore, renew, save, protect,
deliver, and heal the soul of man.

'Inner Healing'

At times, different members of the Body of Christ
get off into spiritual "fads" just like they get off into
fads in other areas. For example, several years ago the
Church got off into the teaching on "inner healing."
That teaching has about run its course now because
folks found out it didn't have long-lasting effects.

The term "inner healing" is really a misnomer if it's
used to refer to healing in your spirit because your
spirit doesn't need healing—it's been recreated. If you
needed healing or deliverance from hurts on the inside,
it wouldn't be in your born-again spirit because it's been
made brand new. No, it's your soul that needs the help.
How are you going to get all of those hurts in your soul
from the past healed? By thinking in line with the
Word.
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Find Scriptures that pertain to your need. Meditate
on the Word regarding your specific need. Say about
yourself what the Word says, for the Word has the
power to transform your mind and emotions. You talk
about deliverance! That's how you get healed and
delivered! Really, true biblical "deliverance" or
restoration in its fullest sense includes much more than
just deliverance from demonic activity, and it begins in
man's soul.

Some inner healing was probably the result of some
folks trying psychology with the things of God. The
dictionary defines "psychology" as the science and study
of mind and behavior. But the things of God and the
spirit of man are spiritual—not mental.

For the natural man, there may be some truth to
what psychologists are saying. But for the born-again
man, what they are saying is not necessarily Bible
truth. For example, in psychology, people dug down into
man and found out that he had something else in him
below the mental consciousness, and they called it the
subconscious mind. But, really, the Bible doesn't
mention a subconscious mind. What people discovered
and tapped into was man's spirit, but they didn't know
what it was.

Now psychology is fine in 1its place if the
psychologist is a believer who understands the true
nature of man and takes into account man's spirit, not
just his mind. Actually, in dealing with the natural man
—unsaved people—psychology may have its place
because those folks are still in the natural realm since
their spirits haven't been recreated. Therefore, they can
be dealt with by natural means, such as psychology.

But you can't deal with the spirit man the same as
you would the natural man. The believer isn't just a
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natural, carnal being because his spirit has been
recreated in the likeness and image of God. For the
believer, God's highest and best is for his soul to be
restored and made whole and sound with the Word of
God by the power of the Holy Spirit. And since the
believer is not just a soul or a mind, to deal only with
the believer's mind alone isn't sufficient.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:14 (Amplified)

14 But the NATURAL, NONSPIRITUAL
MAN does not accept or welcome or admit
into his heart the gifts and teachings and
revelations of the Spirit of God, for they are
folly (meaningless nonsense) to him; and he
is incapable of knowing them—of
progressively recognizing, understanding
and becoming better acquainted with them
—because they are SPIRITUALLY
DISCERNED and ESTIMATED and
APPRECIATED.

The Word of God says the natural man cannot
comprehend the things of the Spirit of God. Because the
believer is no longer a mere natural man, it makes no
sense to try to apply teachings of the natural man to the
born-again believer who is a spiritual man.

That 1s why the believer shouldn't be dealt with in
the same way the natural man of the world is dealt
with—only by natural reasonings and human intellect.
Psychology alone is not adequate to deal with the mind
of the spiritual man, nor with the recreated human
spirit which has been created in the image and likeness

of God.

Therefore, because man is a spirit, has a soul, and
lives in a body the teaching of "spiritology" is more
important to the believer. I call spiritology the study of
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the spirit of man and the things of the Spirit of God.

Since man is a spirit being, the Body of Christ needs
to know what the Word has to say about man's spirit.
The Word of God is spirit food for recreated spirit
beings—believers.

I once held a meeting in California, and the pastor
and his wife were busy overseeing the planning and
construction of a beautiful, new church building. But
the pastor's wife became overworked and nervous and
finally had a physical and nervous breakdown. She
went to a doctor, and he suggested she go to a
psychiatrist.

This pastor's wife had been brought up in a
Pentecostal home where they didn't drink, smoke, or
dance. This psychiatrist decided that the woman's
problem was that she'd never done any of those things,
so he suggested that she start smoking, drinking, and
going to dances. This was his cure for this pastor's wife!

She took his advice and in the end she lost her mind
completely and had to be institutionalized. Actually,
this woman opened a door to the devil by dealing with
her problems as the world does when she was a new
creature in Christ.

That particular psychiatrist wasn't born again and
knew nothing about the spiritual realm. He didn't even
know that man is a spirit being. In that sense he knew
nothing about his own nature, so he couldn't help
himself, let alone this poor pastor's wife!

We need to be careful about mixing the wisdom of
man with the things of God. God told us what to do with
our natural mind and with our physical bodies. He said
to get our minds and emotions renewed with the Word
and to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to Him.
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That's God way to keep the door closed to the devil.

That means you will have to keep your body—your
flesh with its appetites—under subjection to the
recreated spirit man on the inside.

Keeping your body subject to your spirit is one of the
primary ways you protect yourself against the enemy,
and actually it is one of your greatest defenses against
Satan.

Then what is man to do about his spirit? How is the
believer going to keep his spirit strong against the
attacks of the enemy? He has to feed his recreated spirit
on God's Word. God's Word is spirit food" for a spirit
being.

LUKE 4:4
4...man shall not live by bread alone, but by
EVERY WORD OF GOD.

JOHN 6:63
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing: the WORDS that I speak
unto you, THEY ARE SPIRIT, and THEY
ARE LIFE.

Jesus is using a human term—bread—to convey a
spiritual thought. He's saying that what bread or food is
to the body or to the natural man, the Word of God 1is to
the spirit man on the inside. The believer is to feed his
spirit on the Word to keep it strong.

Then you need to charge your recreated spirit by
getting built up in the Holy Ghost: "But ye, beloved,
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Ghost” (Jude 1:20). Praying in tongues
charges your spirit like a battery charger charges a
battery. It provides a rest and refreshing even in the
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midst of any test or trial the devil would try to bring
against you so you can stay strong against his attacks.

This 1s how you keep your spirit strong as a
powerful defense against Satan. Well, how are you
going to get help for your mind, will, and emotions
then? By digging up your past? By getting someone to
pray for you? By getting someone to cast the devil out of
you? No, that's not going to help when the real problem
1s that your mind and emotions just need to be renewed
with the Word of God.

It is a waste of time to try to cast the devil out of
someone whose real problem is an unrenewed mind.
Let's get back to the Word! Let's find out what the Word
has to say about the soul of man, especially the mind of
man where the attacks of Satan are most prevalent.

The Mind of Man

Actually, the Bible has a great deal to say about
man's mind. You begin to talk about the mind, and
some people think you're talking about Christian
Science. But God has given us specific instructions
about the mind and what man is supposed to do to keep
his mind strong so he can stand against Satan, the
enemy of his soul.

ISAIAH 26:3

3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose MIND is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee.

PHILIPPIANS 2:5
5 Let this MIND [attitude] be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6-8
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6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God.

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
MINDS through Christ Jesus.

8 Finally brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, THINK ON THESE THINGS.

In other words, God is telling us exactly what we
ought to be doing with our minds. We are to keep our
minds and our thoughts "stayed" or focused on God.

To do that we have to put the Word of God into our
minds by meditating on it. Then our thinking will be in
line with the Word of God, and Satan won't be able to
get a foothold in our thinking.

The Bible tells us exactly what kind of thoughts we
should be thinking—thoughts that are true, honest,
just, pure, lovely, and of a good report. Think thoughts
in line with the Word, not the enemy's thoughts of
doubt, worry, and discouragement.

Did you ever stop to think about it? The first thing
God requires of you after you're born again is to change
your thinking.

God knows that if you are going to keep on thinking
like you did before you were redeemed, you'll open a
door to the devil. And soon you'll be acting just like you
acted when you were still being dominated by the devil
before you were born again.
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The reason God tells us to change our thinking is
that man's mind is the first place where Satan tries to
gain access—even the minds of Christians if they let
him.

A Renewed Mind Transforms You!

ROMANS 12:1-2

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye PRESENT YOUR
BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye TRANSFORMED by the RENEWING
OF YOUR MIND, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.

You see, God wants submitted bodies, and He wants
transformed minds. There's a reason for that. He knows
that is your greatest defense against Satan.

When your mind is renewed with the Word, your
thinking 1is transformed. When your thinking is
transformed, your acting is transformed. You no longer
think and act like you used to when you were under
Satan's dominion. When your thinking and acting is
transformed—you are transformed.

Paul was writing to born-again, Spirit-filled
Christians when he told them that they would have to
do something with their bodies and minds or souls. He
was telling believers they will have to present their
bodies as a living sacrifice to God, and see to it that
their minds are renewed with the Word of God.

EPHESIANS 4:23
23 And be RENEWED in the spirit of your
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MIND.

The Bible says when your mind is renewed, you will
know what the good, the acceptable, and the perfect will
of God is for your life (Rom. 12:2). To renew your mind,
you'll have to meditate on the Word of God because the
Word is "spirit and life" which has the ability to renew
the mind of man.

To meditate on the Word of God means to actively
read, think on, speak, and dwell upon the Word. We are
to meditate on the Word of God, not just with our
spirits, but also with our minds. We are to fill our
minds and our thinking with the Word of God. In the
0Old Testament, God told Joshua how to be prosperous
in everything he did, and it was to just stay filled up
with the Word. The Word will work for us too, and we
won't have to spend so much time dealing with the
devil.

JOSHUA 1:8

8 This book of the law shall not depart out
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for THEN thou shalt MAKE
THY WAY PROSPEROUS, and THEN thou
shalt have good SUCCESS.

One translation says, "You'll be able to deal wisely
in the affairs of life " How is success going to come? By
meditating on the Word. How is victory over the devil
going to come? By meditating upon the Word of God.

Success and victory come in every circumstance by
the Word of God being continually in your mouth and by
acting on the Word. Talk and dwell on the Word, not on
your problems, and the devil won't have much to work
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with in your life.

Unless your soul has been renewed with the Word,
your outward man will rule or dominate your spirit
through your soul. Satan has access to your outward
man through your five physical senses. That's why you
need to get your mind renewed with the Word of God so
your spirit, the real you, working with your mind, can
govern your body.

Success in life over the devil doesn't come by trying
to cast out some kind of an evil spirit all the time. It
comes from getting your mind so filled with the Word of
God that your mind will side in with your spirit. And
your spirit directed by the Holy Spirit will lead you in
all the affairs of life—including out of the traps and
snares of the devil.

You are to actively meditate on the Word of God
with your mind so your thinking can be changed or
transformed (Ps. 1:1-3). Unless your thinking is
transformed, you can think the devil's thoughts and
begin acting just like unsaved people do. But Romans
12:2 says that renewing your mind transforms you!
That is the way the Bible says you will be transformed,
not by trying to cast a devil out of you.

Much of what is called "demonic" activity is not
caused by demons at all. It is actually the fruit of a
believer's unredeemed, unrenewed mind—thinking and
acting like the world does. An unredeemed, unrenewed
mind gives access to the devil because the mind is the
doorway through which the devil gains access to people.

Wrong Thinking Opens the Door to
the Devil

Have you ever noticed that one reason people get
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depressed is that they think wrong thoughts? Thinking
wrong thoughts can give evil spirits access into the
realm of their souls. For example, sometimes believers
get to thinking about the past and how So-and-so
treated them. Yes, born-again, Spirit-filled people can
get depressed. Of course, the devil tries to help them get
depressed by bringing oppression against them.

But believers can get depressed simply by allowing
themselves to think on wrong thoughts. That gives
Satan something to work with and it gives him access to
their minds. Satan operates in the realm of the five
senses by using wrong suggestions, thoughts, and
feelings to try to influence people to wrongdoing.

But the Bible says, "Neither give place to the devil”
(Eph. 4:27). We are not to let the devil into our
thinking. Thinking wrong thoughts is one way believers
give the devil a place in them—through their minds,
thoughts, and emotions. Thoughts of guilt and
condemnation and worry and anxiety are the devil's
thoughts, and he will accommodate believers to think
on the negative side of life.

Thinking thoughts of guilt and condemnation allow
Satan to take advantage of believers and keep them in
bondage to his lies. Bondage to wrong thoughts hinders
believers from standing in their place of authority in
Christ and exercising their rightful authority over the
devil. In reality, believers are triumphant over the devil
and his weapons of accusation because Jesus triumphed
over Satan in the Cross (Col. 2:15). But if believers don't
stand in that authority, the devil will dominate them.

Christians who continually think wrong thoughts
can even get to the point in their thinking that they
want to commit suicide. Yes, believers! Then some well-
meaning folks say, "Let's cast the devil out of them!"
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Actually, it's not a devil problem at all. It's the result of
wrong thinking.

Certainly Satan will try to accommodate believers to
do things that are wrong. But if Christians who think
wrong thoughts would get their minds renewed with the
Word of God, they wouldn't have trouble with
depression in the first place because their minds would
be closed to the devil.

Actually, if believers would only train themselves in
every instance to ask, "What does the Word say?" they
wouldn't fall prey to the devil's bondage of depression,
guilt, and condemnation in the first place. They would
be triumphant in Christ—victorious over Satan's wiles
and tactics.

It would answer so many problems, even regarding
the devil, for Christians just to ask, "What does the
Word say about my situation?" Believers need to train
their minds to think on the Word, not on the devil's
thoughts. A renewed mind thinks on the Word of God.
That's how you stand strong against the devil. An
unrenewed mind thinks on the devil's thoughts. And
that's how you become weak and give way to thoughts
of doubt, worry, fear, guilt, condemnation, and the like.

Another area where believers can open a door to the
devil is by harboring unforgiveness in their hearts.
Believers need to learn not to dwell on their past
mistakes or on the past mistakes of others because the
enemy of their souls, Satan, will use it to gain an inroad
into their lives.

ISATAH 43:25

25 I, even I, am he that BLOTTETH OUT
THY TRANSGRESSIONS for mine own
sake, and WILL NOT REMEMBER THY
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SINS.

Thinking about your past sins, failures, or mistakes
gives the devil access to your thinking and emotions. If
you've made mistakes but have asked God's forgiveness,
God doesn't remember that you've done anything wrong
(1 John 1:9). So why should you?

Get your mind renewed about God's lovingkindness
and forgiveness, otherwise, Satan will take advantage
of you. Actually, if Satan can get you thinking negative
thoughts, he'll try to take more and more ground in
your mind and soul. That's why you can't afford to give
him any ground at all in you! When Satan comes to
tempt you to think his negative thoughts, remind him
what God's Word says. You don't need to fall prey to
depression or any other kind of negative thinking.

Get your mind renewed with the Word! Don't go
back in the past and try to dig up the things you've done
by dwelling on them. The Word says to forget the past
and to strive for your high calling in Christ (Phil.
3:13,14).

The devil will always try to bring a picture of past
sins to your mind. But when your mind is renewed to
God's love and forgiveness, you'll just laugh at him, and
say, "Mr. Devil, the Word says I've been forgiven. Isaiah
43:25 says God has blotted out my transgressions!
You're just showing me a photo of past failure, but it
doesn't exist anymore." And then you can walk on in
victory.

When you put the devil in his place with the Word of
God, you're being a doer of the Word (James 1:22)! The
Bible says it's the doer of the Word that is blessed
(James 1:25). God made and fashioned you, so just
follow the instructions He gave in His Word about how
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to keep the door closed to the devil. Then you can
become successful in every area of life.

How Evil Spirits Can Effect the
Soulish Realm

You know my testimony about how I was raised up
from the bed of sickness. But my own mother's life was
a tragedy. Demons of worry, depression, and oppression
got into her emotional or soulish realm and held her in
bondage. Yes, she was saved, but she did not know her
rights and privileges in Christ. She did not know how to
renew her mind in order to shut the door on the dewvil.
Sad to say that as a child of God, she lived below her
privileges in Christ.

My daddy left us when I was about six years old,
leaving my mother with four little children to raise by
herself any way she could. All the trouble my mother
had in life began to eventually affect her physically,
mentally, and emotionally.

Finally she even began to lose her sight until she
became totally blind. Doctors couldn't find anything
physically wrong with her, but they said it was
evidently a nervous disorder. She eventually had a
complete physical, nervous, and mental breakdown. For

several years she had mental problems and even tried
to kill herself.

My mother was a Christian, but she didn't know
how to believe God and appropriate His promises. It
was so sad. Someone might ask, "If she had succeeded
and killed herself, would she have been saved?"
Certainly, she would have been saved! She was born
again, but she had just allowed evil spirits of worry and
fear to affect her mentally, physically, and emotionally.
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She was sick in her mind just like a person can be sick
in his body.

And after these incidents were over, she didn't have
any remembrance of attempting suicide. Through her
ignorance of not knowing who she was in Christ and
how to appropriate God's Word, she had allowed
demons of worry and oppression to get into her mind
and emotional realm.

Deliverance in the Realm of the Soul

You see, evil spirits can cause problems in the
emotional realm of man. We sometimes act as though
problems don't exist. But the Holy Spirit working in
line with the Word of God always has an answer to
every problem when the natural man does not.

I was holding a meeting in a certain place, and for
three nights in a row after the service, a young married
woman cried pathetically at the altar. I asked the Lord
to show me how to help her.

Suddenly I had a vision. I saw this young woman
when she was nine years old coming home from school
one day. And when she came into the house, she found
her mother in bed with a man who wasn't her husband.
You can understand what that would do to the emotions
of a nine-year-old child.

This woman was in her twenties at the time of my
meeting. I saw in the Spirit that her trouble was in her
marriage. I saw that she had been married two years
but because of this emotional block, she was unable to
consummate the marriage, and it was finally breaking
up the marriage.

I went to the pastor of the church and asked him if
he knew what was wrong with her. He asked if I did,
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and I told him the Lord had shown me her problem. He
told me to go ahead and minister to her. I told the
young woman what the Lord had shown me, and she
said it was exactly what had happened. She loved her
husband but had never been able to be a wife to him. I
told her that it was wrong for her mother to be in bed
with a man she wasn't married to, but that marriage
wasn't wrong.

After giving her Scripture and talking to her about
the sanctity of marriage, I laid hands on her and cast
the evil spirit out of her soulish realm that had been
holding her in bondage to the past. Then I taught her
how to get into the Word of God and get her mind
renewed, so Satan wouldn't have an entrance back into
her mind and emotions.

The next year I went back to preach a meeting in
that same church, and she and her husband had a
bouncing baby boy whom they had named after me.
They were happily married. You see, she didn't have an
evil spirit in her spirit. But the evil spirit had gotten
into her emotional realm when she was nine years old
and was still dominating and afflicting her and had to
be dealt with.

Christians shouldn't need to go to the unsaved for
counsel and help. There is help in God. But there is
more to the study of demonology than just telling people
to cast demons out of everyone they meet. The believer
has his part to play in standing strong against the devil.

The Body of Man
It's important to realize that since your body isn't

born again, it is with your body—your five physical
senses—that you contact this world where Satan is god
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(2 Cor. 4:4). That's why you, the man on the inside,
must do something with your own body. If you let your
body do whatever it wants to do and let your mind
think anything it wants to think, the devil can get into
your mind and body and dominate you.

Think about it. Doesn't your body want to do things
that are wrong? Of course it does. Everyone's body does,
no matter how long he's been saved, or how spiritual he
is, because the body hasn't been redeemed. We have a
promissory note on the redemption of our bodies (1 Cor.
15:53). But in this life, we will have to do something
with our own bodies or Satan will take advantage of us
through our flesh.

The Scripture instructs you what to do with your
body:

1. You must present your body as a living sacrifice
to God (Rom. 12:1).

2. You must crucify or mortify the deeds of the body
(Col. 3:5).

3. You must keep your body under subjection to
your spirit man—the inward man—the real man
on the inside (1 Cor. 9:27).

You have control of your body, so you can keep your
body from doing what it wants to do. God said you
could. You don't have to allow Satan to use your body as
an instrument of unrighteousness (Rom. 6:13).

Remember in Colossians 1:12, it says that God made
us "meet" or able to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light. That means we can walk in the
Spirit and not after the flesh. That means we don't have
to yield to the devil's temptations through our carnal
nature.

To understand how to obey God's Word about your
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body, you'll have to recognize that the Scripture makes
a distinction between man's body—the outward man—
and the real man on the inside—his spirit.

Man's Body Referred to as a 'House'

Many times in the Scripture, man's body is referred
to as a "house." You need to know that because evil
spirits can be in a person's house—his body—and yet
not actually in the fullest sense be in the person—in his
spirit. That's because man is a spirit, not a body.

For example, if you lived in a house that had
termites, that doesn't mean you have termites in you.
The house is just where you live, but you yourself don't
have termites. Well, an evil spirit can try to afflict your
body, but that doesn't mean you have an evil spirit in
you-in your spirit.

Scripture bears out the fact that man's body is often
referred to as his "house." When man dies physically,
his body dies, but he still lives.

Paul refers to the body as "the earthly HOUSE of
this tabernacle."

2 CORINTHIANS 5:1,2,4
1 For we know that if our EARTHLY HOUSE OF THIS
TABERNACLE [man's body] were dissolved, we have a
building of God, AN HOUSE not made with hands,
ETERNAL in the heavens [man's spirit].
2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed
upon with our HOUSE which is from heaven....
4 For we that are in THIS TABERNACLE
[the body] do groan, being burdened: not for
that we would be unclothed, but clothed
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up
of life.
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The Bible is talking about the inward man and the
outward man here. The outward man is our earthly
house, the body. But there is also an inward man, a
house not made with hands, man's spirit, and that is
eternal. Paul talks about the difference between the
outward man and the inward man.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:16

16 For which cause we faint not; but though
our OUTWARD MAN perish, yet the
INWARD MAN is renewed day by day.

The spirit man or the inward man is the same as
"the hidden man of the heart."

1 PETER 3:3,4
3 Whose adorning let it not be that OUTWARD
adorning [the adorning of the outward man or the body]
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting
on of apparel;
4 But let it be THE HIDDEN MAN OF THE
HEART [the inward man], in that which is
not corruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great price.

By something Paul said, you can see that man's
body is different from the man on the inside.

1 CORINTHIANS 9:27

27 But I keep under my body, and bring IT
[my body] into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway.

Paul called his body "it." Then who is the "I" that
brought his body into subjection? It's the man on the
inside that has become a new creature in Christ! Paul
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made a definite distinction between "it"—his body—and
"I"—the real man on the inside.

Paul wasn't saying he had to bring himself—the
man on the inside—into subjection. No, he said the man
on the inside had to bring his body into subjection.

Not obeying this scripture is one of the major areas
where believers unknowingly give Satan access into
their lives. Satan is given a foothold in people's lives
when they allow their bodies or flesh to dominate them,
instead of allowing their recreated spirits to rule and
dominate their flesh.

Keeping Your Body Subject to Your
Spirit

In First Corinthians 9:27, Paul was saying, "I keep
my body under the subjection of my spirit." That means
Paul didn't let his body do everything it wanted to do. If
the Apostle Paul, this great man of God who wrote
much of the New Testament, had to keep his body
under the dominion of his spirit, evidently his body
must have wanted to do things that weren't right. Paul
had to keep his body under the control and dominion of
his spirit just as we do.

Too many times believers want to try to cast a
demon out when it's the flesh! You can't cast the flesh
out! Or too many times, folks want God to do something
with their bodies. God is not going to do anything with
your body. After all, it's not His body; it's yours, and you
are the one who has dominion over it.

When you're born again, your inward man belongs
to God. But then you must make the decision to keep
your body subject to your spirit, which is only possible
as you present your body to God as a living sacrifice.
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In Romans 12:1, Paul talks about the importance of
believers' presenting their bodies to God.

ROMANS 12:1

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that YE present your
BODIES a living SACRIFICE, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.

It astounded me when I fully realized what these
verses were actually saying. Paul wasn't writing to
sinners. He was writing to saints—believers. He was
telling Christians that even though they are born again,
their bodies are not born again, and they will have to do
something with their own bodies.

If you don't present your body to God as a "living
sacrifice," your body is going to want to do everything it
did before you got saved when you were still under the
dominion of Satan, the god of this world (Eph. 2:2). In
other words, if your inward man, which is a new
creature in Christ, isn't in control of your body, you
leave the door open for evil spirits to have access,
because demons try to dominate man through the soul
and the body.

I saw this happen in a minister's life. He was a
wonderful Christian—a kind and good man who had
been a pioneer in Pentecost. He had enjoyed excellent
health for years, but in later years he began to have
trouble physically. He eventually had three strokes,
which affected his mind.

He was partially paralyzed, and at times he wasn't
himself. He would cuss at his wife and knock her
around. This woman and her daughter would pray and
pray about his condition. When he would pray in
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tongues, he would be all right for a while, but he never
got delivered.

His wife said that after hearing me teach on the
believer's authority, she realized what she should have
done. The stroke had affected her husband's brain, so
he couldn't oversee his own mind and body anymore.
Because of that, the devil took advantage of him.

He became a different person, partially because of
the stroke, of course, but in his case an evil spirit was
also involved. Saved or unsaved, man can be oppressed
in mind or body by evil spirits. His wife didn't know to
stand against it in the Name of Jesus and take
authority over it.

After her husband had gone to be with the Lord, his
wife realized she should have stood against Satan and
commanded him to take his hands off God's property. I
assured her that Satan had to obey the Word!

Protection Against the Enemy

Keeping your body under subjection to your
recreated spirit is a major defense against Satan. The
Bible says, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist
the devil, and he will flee from you" (James 4:7). When
you submit your body to God and don't allow it to do
things that are wrong, it's going to be a lot easier for
you to resist the devil.

God knows without submitted bodies and
transformed minds, believers won't be able to follow the
leading of the Holy Spirit as they should. The Bible
says, "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God"” (Rom. 8:14).

It doesn't say, "For as many as are led by the body
or the five physical senses, they are the sons of God." Or
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"As many as are led by the soul, they are the sons of
God." Spirit-ruled, Word-based believers have a strong
defense against Satan. Body-ruled and sense-ruled
believers are an open target for Satan and his wiles.

And if a believer hasn't been taught correctly, when
his body wants to do things that aren't right, the devil
will take advantage of him and mislead him to think he
isn't even saved. Then once the devil gets a believer
under condemnation, he can cheat him out of walking in
his inheritance in Christ, which includes exercising
authority over him.

But if Christians understand that their body is not
born again and that they must do something about their
own body, they can learn to present it to God as a living
sacrifice by bringing it into subjection to their recreated
spirit. This is one of the most important ways a
Christian takes his place in Christ so he can stand
strong against the dewvil.

If we don't get our minds renewed with the Word of
God, our mind will side in with our body against our
spirit. That provides no strong defense against Satan!

Don't Blame the Devil for Carnality

What does the word "carnal" mean? According to
Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words,
the word "carnal" signifies the flesh that is sensual,
controlled by animal appetites, and governed by human
nature instead of by the Spirit of God.?

Christians are to walk by faith in God's Word and to
be led by the Holy Spirit—not by their senses. A person
can have all the gifts of the Spirit operating in his life
and still be carnal if he doesn't learn how to keep his

2 Ibid., pp. 89,90.
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body and soul under the dominion of his spirit.

The Corinthians were like that. Those believers
were even filled with the Spirit, yet they were held in a
babyhood state of Christianity because they were carnal
or body-ruled and sense-ruled (1 Cor. 3:1,3). They
allowed their five senses to dominate them, rather than
the Holy Spirit.

Paul said to the Corinthians, “... ye are yet carnal:
for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and
divisions, are ye not carnal and walk as [mere natural]
men?” (1 Cor. 3:1-3). And the Bible say's "For where
envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil
work” (James 3:16).

If Christians don't develop their spirits but allow
their bodies, minds, and emotions to rule them, they
will remain in a carnal or babyhood state of spirituality.
Carnal Christians easily fall prey to the devil's wiles
through envy, strife, and division.

Then some Christians think they continually need
evil spirits cast out of them because they are so easily
tossed about by Satan. But, really, they just need to
grow and develop and learn how not to yield to envy,
strife, and division.

As you learn to yield to the Spirit of God and base
your life on the Word of God rather than on your
feelings or flesh, you grow out of the carnal state of
Christianity where Satan can dominate you.

Satan doesn't have access to you in the arena of
faith in God's Word, but he does in the realm of the
senses when you are sense-ruled and led by your body
and soul.

Man is always trying to come up with excuses rather
than relying on what God has already laid down in His
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Word. For example, in His Word, God gave us
instructions about what to do with our spirit, soul, and
body as a strong protection against the enemy.

But man is always trying to find some other way
than God's way to arrive at spiritual maturity, success,
and victory over the devil in every circumstance.

If he can find an easy way to do things, like blaming
everything on the devil, he'll do it, rather than to live by
the principles in God's Word.

It is much easier to try to cast a devil out than it is
to take the responsibility to consistently renew your
mind with the Word and keep your flesh under
subjection to your spirit!

A preacher I once knew understood man's carnal
nature. He saw a title on a billboard that said, "The
Beast and 1." That inspired a title for a sermon he was
preaching called, “The Beast That Is in All of Us."

Did you know there is a beast in all of us? The
"beast" i1s your your carnal unregenerated human
nature, and you will have that carnal nature to subdue
as long as you are on earth.

In that sense, we could say there is a "beast" in all of
us. There is a carnal nature in the unregenerated
human nature—in the flesh of man.

However, the carnal nature is not in your spirit if
you're born again. And, thank God, one day you will
also have a new glorified body (1 Cor. 15:42, 50-54).
Until that day, God tells you in His Word how to stand
strong against your enemy, Satan.
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Chapter 3
The Devil or the Flesh?

Some things that folks attribute to the devil are
really nothing more than works of the flesh. It is
important to realize that everything that's wrong in life
1s not directly the work of an evil spirit.

When the Bible talks about keeping the flesh under
the dominion of the spirit, too many times folks think
that only refers to keeping sexual desires under control.
Well, it's true you'll have to keep your body under
subjection in that area. But right on the other hand, did
you ever notice what else the Bible lists as works of the
flesh or the old man nature?

The Works of the Flesh

Galatians chapter 5 lists the works of the flesh.

GALATIANS 5:17,19-21
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot
do the things that ye would....
19 Now the WORKS OF THE FLESH are manifest,
which are these; adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness,
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like

What many folks call works of "the devil," the Bible
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calls the works of the flesh. In Ephesians 4:25-32, Paul
lists some of the traits of the "old man"—the flesh or
man's unregenerated nature: lying, stealing, corrupt
communication, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil
speaking, and malice. And he also describes some of the
traits of the new man in Christ: truthfulness,
tenderheartedness, and forgiveness.

You can see that keeping the flesh under control or
under the dominion of the new man in Christ involves
more than just keeping sexual desires under control. It
involves keeping all the evil tendencies of the flesh in
check and under the dominion of the recreated spirit.

'"Put Off the Flesh

The Bible tells us how to deal with the body and
soul—man's carnal, fleshly nature. We are to "put off"
the old man with his fleshly lusts. And we are to "put
on" the new man in Christ.

EPHESIANS 4:22-24

22 THAT YE PUT OFF concerning the former
conversation [lifestyle] THE OLD MAN, which is
corrupt according to the DECEITFUL LUSTS;

23 And [you] be RENEWED in the spirit of your
MIND;

24 And that YE PUT ON THE NEW MAN,
which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness.

Who is to put off the nature of the old man or the
works of the flesh? You are! "You" is the subject of verse
22. God is not going to "put off the old man" for you.
You will have to put off the old man with his envy,
bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking. You
aren't dealing with evil spirits when you put off those
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evil tendencies; you are just dealing with your flesh.

All too often believers try to take the easy way out
and call these evil tendencies of the flesh a "demon" or
an "evil spirit." That way they don't have any
responsibility; they can blame everything on Satan. But
the Bible just calls these evil tendencies man's fleshly
nature, and the believer has to do something about that
himself.

The only way you can put on "the new man" is to
renew your mind with the Word of God. Putting off the
old man and putting on the new man is part of your
"reasonable service" or your "spiritual worship" (Rom.
12:1,2).

You've got to keep those evil tendencies and
attitudes under the dominion of your spirit—the man
on the inside—and let the new creature in Christ
dominate. As you "put on" Christ you'll be able to walk
in the Spirit of God and not in the flesh where you are
an easy prey for Satan.

If you didn't have your flesh and its carnal nature to
deal with, you wouldn't be human. And as long as
you're in your body, you will have your fleshly, carnal
nature to contend with. For example, if someone hits
you and your flesh isn't in subjection to your spirit, it
will want to retaliate and hit him back. That's the way
the carnal nature acts apart from God. If someone hurts
you, your flesh wants to get even and retaliate and hold
bitterness and resentment against the person.

That's the old "get-even" nature of the flesh. It's not
a devil or demonic activity. It's just the carnal nature of
man left unchecked. "You hurt me and I'll get even with
you." Have you ever heard Christians talk that way?
Flesh is just that way, and that's why you've got to keep
it under the dominion of the man on the inside "..
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which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness” (Eph. 4:24).

Put On the God-kind of Love

Let's look in Colossians chapter 3, to see how the
new creature in Christ acts and to see what we are
commanded to "put on."

COLOSSIANS 3:12-14
12 PUT ON therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, BOWELS OF MERCIES, KINDNESS,
HUMBLENESS OF MIND, MEEKNESS,
LONGSUFFERING;
13 FORBEARING ONE ANOTHER, and FORGIVING
ONE ANOTHER, if any man have a quarrel against
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

14 And above all these things PUT ON

CHARITY, which is the bond of perfectness.

In verse 13, the phrase "forbearing one another"
means putting up with one another. When we begin to
get agitated and impatient with one another, it isn't
necessarily a devil at work. We just need to exercise
forbearance and forgive one another, even as Christ
forgave us (v. 13).

The word translated in verse 14 as "charity" is the
Greek word, "agape"—the God-kind of love. We are to
put on love. Putting on love is a protection against the
enemy because then we don't give the devil any place in
us (Eph. 4:27).

When we're born again, the love of God has been
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost (Rom. 5:5).
But we're going to have to take the love that's in our

hearts and put it on our outward man because the love
of God hasn't been shed abroad in our flesh. If we don't
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put on the love of God on our outward man, Satan can
have a heyday in our lives through our flesh.

Anger—Flesh, Not 'the Irish,' And
Not the Devil

I heard one fellow talking about his grandpa. With
the least little provocation, his grandpa would fly off the
handle and go into a rage. This man's grandfather
always used the excuse, "Well, that's just the Irish in
me." No, it wasn't "the Irish" in him. It was the flesh/

EPHESIANS 4:26
26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun
go down upon your wrath.

According to Ephesians 4:26, putting off the old man
and putting on the new man is a choice: "Be ye angry,
and sin not...." That means if you get angry about
something, you don't have to let your flesh take over.
You don't have to lose control of your temper. You have
a choice. You don't have to give in to the dictates of your
fleshly, carnal nature.

If you let the flesh dominate you, you can get out of
control and do and say things you'll regret later on.
Many people want to blame the devil when they lose
control and go into a rage or a fit of anger. But they're
just giving in to their flesh and letting it dominate
them. And by not keeping their flesh in check, they are
opening a door to the devil.

Some folks think you can get so "sanctified" that you
won't ever have any more problems with the flesh or
Satan. But the only way you won't have problems with
the flesh or Satan is to die and leave this world!

A fellow came to me one time after one of my
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morning meetings. He said, "Brother Hagin, I want you
to pray that I won't ever have any more trouble with the
devil." T asked, "Do you want me to pray that you'll
die?" He said, "No, I don't want to die." I said, "The only
way you'll never have any more trouble with the devil is
to die and get out of this world!"

Much of the trouble this man thought was coming
from the devil was really nothing more than his flesh,
but he hadn't learned to distinguish the difference. To
be perfectly honest with you, I'm persuaded that
Christians have more trouble with their flesh than they
do with the devil.

Often Christians who are having problems with the
flesh think if they could just "get away" from it all, or
move to another state, or change jobs or churches,
things would be different. But you can't get away from
the flesh; moving or changing churches isn't going to
solve the problem if it's your unredeemed flesh you're
dealing with. Wherever you go, your flesh is still going
to be there. You might as well go ahead and stay right
where you are and learn to bring it in subjection to your
recreated spirit.

The Flesh Has Its Own Lusts And It's
Not the Devil

You need to realize something else about the flesh.
It has its own lusts and appetites, and it's not a devil at
work or even demonic activity. Look again at Ephesians
4:22.

EPHESIANS 4:22

22 That ye put off concerning the former
conversation [lifestyle] THE OLD MAN,
which is CORRUPT according to the
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DECEITFUL LUSTS.

We can learn something else about the lusts of the
flesh from the Book of Romans.

ROMANS 1:24-28
24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS, to
dishonour their own bodies between themselves:
25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who 1s blessed for ever. Amen.
26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections:
for even their women did change the natural use into
that which is against nature:
27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of
the woman, BURNED IN THEIR LUST one toward
another; men with men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence
of their error which was meet.
28 And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient.

In the margin of my Bible, the word "reprobate" is
defined as a mind void of judgment. The Bible isn't
talking about a spirit of lust here. Notice in verse 27,
the Bible doesn't call this a "spirit of lust." It Just says
those in disobedience burned in their lust toward one
another.

Verse 24 says, "Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the LUSTS OF THEIR OWN
HEARTS...." It's the lust of their own hearts—the
unredeemed thoughts and feelings of man—that caused
those walking in darkness to finally be turned over to a
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reprobate mind.

Then in verse 27 it says they "burned in their lust”
toward one another. That's man's unregenerated nature
apart from God. The Bible doesn't call that a devil; it
calls it the "lusts of their own hearts.”

The flesh—the unredeemed nature of man—has its
own lusts because it is degenerate; it's never been born
again. The lusts of the flesh have nothing to do with a
"spirit" of lust. The flesh has its own appetites or
"fleshly cravings."

1 PETER 2:11
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from
FLESHLY LUSTS, which WAR AGAINST
THE SOUL.

As long as you allow your fleshly lusts to dominate
you, you will always have trouble in your soul—your
mind, will, and emotions. And that will give Satan an
open door.

JAMES 1:13-15
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man:
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of
HIS OWN LUST, and ENTICED.
15 Then when LUST hath conceived, it
bringeth forth SIN: and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth DEATH.

According to this Scripture, it's the lust of a person's
own unredeemed nature that draws him into error.
Some people mistake the corruption that lust, sin, and
death produce, and think it's demonic activity at work.
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But it isn't. It's the fruit of the flesh left unchecked.

Ephesians also talks about the lusts of the flesh and
of the mind or soul.

EPHESIANS 2:3

3 Among whom also we all had our
conversation [lifestyle] in times past in the
LUSTS OF OUR FLESH, fulfilling the
DESIRES OF THE FLESH and OF THE
MIND; and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others.

Crucify the Flesh

If an evil spirit is involved trying to work through
your flesh, you have authority over it. The devil and evil
spirits have no dominion over you, as long as you're
walking in line with the Word and doing what you're
supposed to with your flesh. Stand against Satan and
his wiles, because the Bible says he has to flee (James
4:7).

But if it’s just the flesh you're dealing with, you
won’t be able to cast it out like you could an evil spirit.
No, you have to crucify or mortify the deeds of the body
(Gal. 5:24; Col. 3:5). Everyone—preacher and layperson
alike—must crucify the lusts of his own flesh and the
cravings of his own carnal nature.

In Paul’s epistles, he talks about “mortifying” the
deeds of the body.

COLOSSIANS 3:5

5 MORTIFY therefore YOUR MEMBERS
[your body] which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and
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covetousness, which is idolatry.

ROMANS 8:5-8,12-14
5 For they that are after the FLESH do mind the things
of the FLESH; but they that are after the SPIRIT the
things of the SPIRIT.
6 For to be CARNALLY MINDED IS DEATH; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace.
7 Because the CARNAL MIND IS ENMITY AGAINST
GOD: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the FLESH [those who are
dominated by their fleshly carnal nature] CANNOT
PLEASE GOD....
12 ... brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
after the flesh.
13 For if ye live after the FLESH, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do MORTIFY the DEEDS OF THE
BODY, ye shall live.
14 For as many as are LED BY THE SPIRIT
OF GOD, they are the sons of God.

To “mortify” means to kill, become dead, cause to be
dead, put to death, or subdue. Mortifying or crucifying
the flesh is something each believer must do for himself;
God can’t do that for him.

Your husband, your wife, or your pastor can’t
mortify the deeds of your flesh for you. You must “kill,”
“put to death,” and subdue the lust of your own carnal,
fleshly nature. That is part of your “spiritual worship”
(Rom. 12:1,2) in presenting your body as a living
sacrifice to God. It s part of submitting to God so you
can resist the devil.

Those who continually practice putting to death the
deeds of their unregenerate nature won’t have the
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problems with the devil that carnal Christians do. That
doesn't mean the devil won't try to attack them, but
they will know how to keep from giving the devil any
place in them.

GALATIANS 5:24
24 And they that are Christ's have CRUCIFIED
the FLESH with the AFFECTIONS and LUSTS.

Crucifying the flesh is not pleasurable. Every
Christian has the same way of escape from falling prey
to the devil through the lusts of his own flesh. But not
every Christian takes the way of escape provided for
him by crucifying his own flesh. Why? Because it hurts
to deny the flesh.

We don't have much teaching on crucifying the flesh
in the Charismatic Movement. That's one reason some
people have taken the teaching on demons to the
extreme and thought that everything bad that happens
1s the devil at work. No, not everything bad is the direct
result of the devil or a demon. Much of what believers
call the devil is just the work of the flesh. And no one
can do anything about your flesh for you; you have to
crucify it yourself (Col. 3:5).

These folks who are always trying to cast out a devil
want the easy way out. It's easier for a believer to get
someone else to try to cast a demon out of him than it is
to crucify and mortify his own flesh with its lusts and
affections because it hurts to do that.

Years ago a woman came up to me after one of my
meetings wanting deliverance from a devil. She said,
"Brother Hagin, I wish you would cast this ole
unforgiving spirit out of me." She explained that
another Christian woman had offended her. "Sister So-
and-so did me wrong. God knows I want to forgive her,
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but I can't. Please cast this ole unforgiving spirit out of
me!"

I asked her, "Have you ever forgiven your husband?"
She said, "Yes, of course."

I said, "I thought you said you couldn't forgive
because you have an unforgiving spirit in you. No, if you
can forgive one person, you can forgive another person.
The real problem is you don't want to forgive this sister.
You want to hold a grudge against her.

"You don't need a devil cast out of you. That
unforgiveness is just your flesh, and you're going to
have to deal with that yourself. You just need to do
what the Word of God says in Ephesians 4:32: 'And be
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven
you.m

If God told us to be kind and forgive each other as
He's forgiven us, that means we can do it. But you won't
be able to forgive if you allow your flesh to control you.
But God wouldn't tell you to do something you couldn't
do, because He would be unjust if He did. And God is
not unjust.

We can forgive just as God forgives because the love
of God has been shed abroad in our hearts (Rom. 5:5).
So most of the time it's not a matter of casting out an
evil spirit; it's a matter of crucifying the flesh so the
love of God in our hearts can be manifested in the
outward man.

God doesn't have any "quick fixes," and He isn't
running any fast-food joints or ninety-nine cent sales! If
you want to experience a triumphant Christian walk
over the devil, the flesh, and the world, then it costs the
same price as it always has.
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You'll have to be thoroughly Word-based, living by
the principles in God's Word. And you start by
crucifying your own flesh and learning to walk in the
God-kind of love! You're not going to solve all your
problems by just trying to deal with the devil all the
time. Yes, there are times to deal with the devil, but
much of the time it's your own flesh causing you the
problems!

Jesus' Remedy for 'Flesh' Problems

MATTHEW 5:29,30

29 And if thy right eye offend thee, PLUCK IT
OUT, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy MEMBERS should
perish, and not that thy whole body should be
cast into hell.

30 And if thy right hand offend thee, CUT IT
OFF, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy MEMBERS should perish,
and not that thy whole body should be cast into
hell.

Jesus' instructions about how to deal with the flesh
were just as direct as Paul's. In these scriptures, Jesus
wasn't saying to literally pull your eye out or cut your
hand off. That's symbolic. He was saying that
sometimes it will hurt you to deal with your fleshly
lusts and appetites just about as much as it would be to
cut off one of your bodily members.

It will be painful to your flesh to put these cravings
away from you. That's why the Bible uses the words
"crucify" and "mortify"; it's not pleasant. It hurts the
flesh.

Just as Paul did, Jesus also emphasized that you are
the one who has to pluck out the evil tendencies, lusts,
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appetites, and cravings of your own flesh and put them
away from you. God is not going to do that for you.

God will strengthen and encourage you, of course,
but He won't do it for you. It won't be pleasant, but this
is one way you become Spirit-ruled and Spirit-led
instead of body-ruled, body-conscious, body-led and
open prey to the devil. Actually, this is one way you
submit to God and resist the devil (James 4:7).

'God, Take the Snuff!'

There was a woman down in Texas who came to one
of my meetings. After everyone else left, this woman
prayed at the altar, just bawling and squalling. Every
now and then, she'd yell, "Take it away from me, Lord!
You know I don't want it!" And then she'd get to
screaming like a freight train going through a tunnel.

I finally said to her, "Sister! What is it you don't
want?"

She said, "Why, that old snuff."

I said, "God isn't going to take snuff away from you.
What would He do with it if He had it? He doesn't dip
snuff. You're going to have to do something about it
yourself. You're going to have to crucify your own flesh."

She said, "Oh, but I couldn't give up good ole snuff!"

Remember, Jesus said if your hand offends you—
you cut it off. He didn't mean to get an axe and cut your
hand off. But when you put away the lusts and the
cravings of your own flesh, it's going to "crucify," "kill,"
and "put to death" your flesh. Most folks today would
have wanted to cast a "snuff" devil out of that woman!
That's what she wanted too—the easy way out.

You will have to crucify your own flesh and bring
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your fleshly appetites, lusts, and carnal cravings into
subjection. The devil will try to gain access to you any
way he can, and he will use the cravings of your own
flesh to do it if you allow him to. But you don't have to
allow him to.

When the devil tries to use your flesh to gain access
to you, it doesn't mean you're demon possessed. The
devil will always work through the flesh because your
body isn't redeemed and your five physical senses
contact this world where Satan is god (2 Cor. 4:4). But if
you don't furnish the devil anything to work with—if
you don't give him any place in you—he won't have any
access to you.

So the Bible says there are lusts of the human
carnal nature which have nothing to do with evil
spirits. You can't cast the flesh out; you have to crucify
or mortify the deeds of the flesh. However, if you
continue to give place to the lusts of your flesh, you will
eventually open the door to an evil spirit.

The devil will accommodate believers and help them
fulfill the lust of their own fleshly desires. And
eventually an evil spirit can get a hold of believers who
continually indulge in the lust of their carnal, sensual
nature. That is one way Satan gains access, even to
believers.

Put the Responsibility Where It
Belongs

Have you ever thought about it? The Holy Spirit
helps and encourages believers to do what's right. And
if we yield to the Holy Spirit, we can do what is right.
But even though He helps us do what is right, we can't
really say it is the Holy Spirit who does right—we do.
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We ultimately make the choice to yield to the Holy
Spirit and walk in line with the Word and do what's
right. The Holy Spirit assists us, of course, but we have
to yield to His gentle promptings.

It's the same way with the devil. The devil will help
and encourage people—saved and unsaved alike if they
will allow him—to do what's wrong in every way he
possibly can. The Christian is not under his dominion,
but Satan will still try to work through a Christian's
flesh to get him to do wrong if the person allows it.

Satan has dominion over those who walk in
darkness, so he can greatly assist them in wrongdoing.
But in one respect, you can't say that all the evil
committed by those in darkness is entirely the work of
the devil either.

According to the Scriptures, the lust of their own
fleshly nature is also involved in wrongdoing. Just as
the Holy Spirit assists us to do right, the devil assists
anyone walking in darkness to do wrong. But it's still
the person's responsibility what they do because people
have free choice.

EPHESIANS 2:1-3
1 And you hath he quickened [made alive], who
were dead in trespasses and sins;

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to
the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now
WORKETH in the children of disobedience:

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation
[lifestyle] in times past in THE LUSTS OF OUR
FLESH, fulfilling the DESIRES of the FLESH
and of the MIND; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others.

The Scriptures tell us that the devil, or "the prince
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of the power of the air," works in people for evil, just as
the Holy Spirit works in God's people for good.

PHILIPPIANS 2:13
13 For it is God which WORKETH IN YOU both
to will and to do of his GOOD pleasure.

People can't lay everything off on the devil and
blame him for all the bad things that happen to them.
Not all evil is directly the work of a demon. Indirectly,
of course, everything that is evil originated with the
devil. But the point I'm trying to make is that people
still have their own part to play in wrongdoing—the
choice 1s theirs.

On one side of the ditch, just as believers try to lay
everything off on the devil, on the other side of the
ditch, they can't lay everything off on the Holy Spirit
either. In other words, they cannot put all the
responsibility for their actions on the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit prompts us and gently leads us, but
we have to yield to Him and respond to His
instructions. We still have to choose to do what is right
or choose to do what is wrong. When you choose to do
wrong, that's not the devil making the choice—it's you.
He may tempt you, of course, but you ultimately make
the choice to whom you are going to yield—Satan or the
Holy Spirit.

The Pleasures of the Flesh

This passage in James, which was written to
Christians, also addresses the subject of the works of
the flesh, or "pleasures of the flesh."

JAMES 4:1-3
1 From whence come wars and fightings among
you? come they not hence, even of YOUR LUSTS
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that war in YOUR MEMBER?

2 YE LUST, and have not: ye kill, and desire to
have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet
ye have not, because ye ask not.

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss,
that ye may consume it upon YOUR LUSTS.

According to Vine's Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words’, the word "lust" is also translated
pleasures. Lusts are "pleasures" of the flesh. Pleasures
of the flesh aren't demons or evil spirits.

The Holy Spirit uses the believer and his
personality and body to work acts of righteousness
(Phil. 2:13). The devil can also use the believer and his
fleshly, carnal nature and the pleasures of his flesh to
influence him to work acts of unrighteousness and
disobedience.

That's why you can't just call all lusts of the flesh
"an evil spirit" or "a devil." Lusts can also be the
"pleasures" of the flesh. When a person gets saved, even
though his spirit is recreated, his body still wants to go
right on fulfilling the pleasures of the flesh just as it did
before he got saved.

For example, if a young man got saved and he was
used to having sexual relationships with women before
he was saved, his flesh will want to keep right on doing
that. That doesn't necessarily mean he needs to have a
devil cast out of him. He just needs to learn to keep his
flesh under subjection to his spirit and walk in line with
God's Word because God does not condone sin.

Every new believer needs to get into the Word of
God for himself to renew his mind and learn how to
present his body to God as a living sacrifice. As a born-

1 W. E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (Nashville,
Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1985), p. 384.
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again new creature, he will have to learn how to let his
inward man dominate his flesh.

So not every act of wrongdoing is directly the result
of a devil. Sometimes you hear preachers who want to
cast this demon and that demon out of believers when
demons aren't the cause of the trouble at all—it's just
the unregenerated flesh at work.

For example, I've heard of ministers trying to cast a
demon of gluttony out of a person. But overeating is a
lust or a pleasure of the flesh. There is pleasure in
eating. When pushed to the extreme, eating is gluttony
and it's wrong, and I'm sure the devil can get involved
with overeating and encourage people in wrongdoing,
just like he can with any extreme. But overeating is not
necessarily a devil at work. It can be a lack of the fruit
of the spirit of temperance or self-control (Gal. 5:23;
Phil. 4:5).

Although the devil can sometimes get involved in
overeating, on the other hand, it's simply pleasant to
eat. It's not pleasant to fast; the flesh doesn't like to be
denied or crucified. But we are admonished in the Word
to keep the flesh under and fasting helps us do that.

Extremes and Excesses

We see some of the same extremes and excesses in
this day about demons as we did in the days of The
Voice of Healing. The Voice of Healing was a magazine
published by Gordon Lindsay, but it was also an
organization of evangelists and ministers. In the days of
The Voice of Healing, some ministers were always
trying to cast demons out of believers.

For example, when believers came forward for
prayer to be delivered from cigarettes or from some
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other addiction, some ministers were always trying to
cast a demon of nicotine or alcohol out of them.

I don't know that nicotine is a spirit. It i1s a
substance, and it does damage to the human body. The
devil can get a hold of substance abuse, of course, just
as he can get a hold of anything that's extreme or
harmful to the body.

But the point is, carnal desires or "pleasures" of the
flesh—including physical addictions—will always try to
dominate you if you don't do something about them
yourself.

ROMANS 6:6,7,11-16
6 Knowing this, that our OLD MAN is CRUCIFIED
with him [Christ], that the BODY OF SIN might be
destroyed, that henceforth WE SHOULD NOT SERVE
SIN.
7 For he that is dead is FREED FROM SIN....
11 Likewise RECKON ye also yourselves TO BE DEAD
INDEED UNTO SIN, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your MORTAL BODY,
that ye should obey it in the LUSTS THEREOF.
13 Neither yield ye YOUR MEMBERS [your body] as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your MEMBERS as instruments of
righteousness unto God.
14 For SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER
YOU: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under

the law, but under grace? God forbid.
16 Know ye not, that TO WHOM YE YIELD
YOURSELVES SERVANTS TO OBEY, HIS
SERVANTS YE ARE TO WHOM YE OBEY;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
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righteousness?

The Bible clearly says that we aren't to yield the
members of our body to unrighteousness (v. 13). We
don't have to serve sin, and sin isn't supposed to have
dominion over us because Jesus set us free from sin's
dominion.

However, you'll have to "reckon" yourself dead to sin
in order to keep your bodily members from serving sin,
because your body will want to keep right on serving sin
if you let it. Your body and its members aren't dead;
that's why you have to "reckon" or count them as dead
to sin.

Close the Door to Satan In Your
Thought Life

In order to "reckon" or "count" your physical
members as dead, you'll have to learn to close the door
to Satan in your thoughts. If you fail in that area, you
will always have problems with the devil because you're
giving him an open door to attack you.

Satan will always try to enter into a person, saved
and unsaved alike, through the person's thoughts, if the
person will yield and listen to him.

Thoughts may come—in fact, you can't always keep
thoughts from coming. But you can keep from
entertaining unwholesome and unedifying thoughts. It's
like the old saying, "You can't keep birds from flying
overhead, but you can keep them from building a nest
in your hair!"

You can't help who comes by and knocks on your
front door, but you have something to say about who
you invite into your home. Thoughts will pop into your
mind, and then the devil will come along and say, "Why,
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you're not even saved or you wouldn't even think that!"

At times, the most holy saint finds thoughts in his
mind that his heart resents. Thoughts may come and
thoughts may persist, but thoughts that are not put into
action die unborn.

The most holy saint who is filled with the Holy
Spirit and in whose life the power of God is
demonstrated—still has to keep the door of his mind
closed to the devil's thoughts. He still has to keep his
mind strong by renewing it with the Word and subduing
his own flesh so he's not open prey for the devil.

Paul had to keep his body under and bring if into
subjection (1 Cor. 9:27). Wasn't Paul a man of God?
Wasn't he an apostle? Weren't there signs and wonders
and miracles following his ministry? Of course. But
Paul's flesh was not born again or redeemed, just as our
flesh isn't redeemed, and it will always want to do what
1s wrong.

If you keep your body under subjection to your
recreated spirit you won't have all the problems with
the devil some folks have because Satan won't have
anything to work through. And if you'll renew your
mind with the Word, you won't be likely to yield to
Satan's thoughts and suggestions. The Bible talks about
"oirding up the loins of your mind.” You do that with
the Word so your mind is strong, and you can
successfully resist the thoughts of the enemy.

Watch what you feed your mind. Someone has said
that the mind is the gateway into the soul. That's why
it's vitally important what you allow your mind to dwell
on. Let me show you how evil spirits can get into a
believer's mind. A man came to see me who had been
the head of the psychology department at a university.
He and his wife came to me for help because he was
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having problems with demons.

He told me, "I majored in psychology and specialized
on the behavior of the sexual criminal." He had many
books in his personal library at home on the sexual
criminal. He wasn't a Christian at the time he began
studying these books.

In the course of time, he and his wife were saved
and baptized in the Holy Spirit, and he retired as the
head of the psychology department. When he first
retired, he didn't read those books anymore. For two
years he didn't have any problems. But he still kept
those books, and eventually, he started reading them
again.

When he and his wife came to me for help, he told
me, "I don't know why, but I got all these books down on
the sexual criminal, and I began to read case histories
of child molestation again." He kept feeding that into
his mind and studying about people motivated by the
devil to commit sexual crimes, and an evil spirit got into
his mind. He began having a strong desire to molest
little girls. Finally, he began acting on that desire.

You need to be careful what you read. You ought to
be as careful about what you read as you are about
what you eat. You wouldn't think about eating poison,
would you? If someone told you, "Don't eat that! It's
poisonous and it will kill you," would you just go ahead
and eat it anyway? No!

Well, you need to be as careful about what goes into
your mind as you do about what goes into your stomach.
The devil can gain access to your soul through a book,
television, and so forth—by what you put into your
mind.

This man's wife eventually discovered what he was
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doing and filed for divorce. But when he finally came to
see me for help, she came along with him. He told me,
"It just seemed like I couldn't help myself." The devil
got in because he yielded to his flesh. He allowed an evil
spirit into his mind by reading those books. He had
opened the door to the devil, and the devil
accommodated him. Evil spirits were working with his
flesh to drive him to commit these acts.

He told me, "I know about this subject. I've studied
it and I've taught it. What happens is that the sexual
criminal usually ends up killing one of the little girls he
molests and goes to the electric chair. Brother Hagin,
that thing just got a hold of me. I didn't want to molest
those little girls. Can you help me?"

As he was talking, the Holy Spirit showed me that
in his case three demons were involved. I knew that by
the word of knowledge. You have to depend on the Holy
Spirit in these areas. You won't know what's operating
against a person unless the Holy Spirit shows you.

I answered him, "I can help you. I perceive that
there's not just one spirit driving you, but there are
really three spirits involved. First, there is a spirit of
deception that's gotten a hold of you. Then there's a
spirit of lying. And there is also an unclean spirit
involved. I can cast all three of these spirits out of you,
but it won't do a bit of good unless you do something
yourself about the situation."

When people sin, they have to repent and completely
turn away from wrongdoing before you can help them.
Anyone can be set free from an evil spirit if he's willing.
But what a person does after he's delivered of evil
spirits is of the utmost importance.

Is he going to feed his mind on the Word of God? Is
he going to get filled with the Holy Spirit and give the
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devil no more access to him? Or will he be like the
scripture says: “... EMPTY, swept, and garnished"
(Matt. 12:44)? If a person is delivered from an evil spirit
and isn't taught the Word of God, evil spirits can enter
back into him.

Also, you can't cast an evil spirit out of someone who
doesn't want to be delivered. If a person wants to keep
an evil spirit, he can. You won't be able to go against
someone else's will and get him delivered if he wants to
keep an evil spirit. That's why you don't just
indiscriminately try to cast devils out of people.

If a person really has a demon, you would do him an
injustice to cast the demon out of him unless you teach
him to get filled with the Word and the Holy Spirit. It's
the Word dwelling in him that will enable him to resist
Satan's attacks. If he doesn't get himself filled up with
the Word and if he isn't taught how not to give place to
the devil, the Bible says he can end up worse than he
was before (Matt. 12:43-45).

So I told this retired professor, "If you give me
permission, I can exercise my authority over these three
evil spirits for you. But as soon as you leave here, you'll
have to take a stand against the devil for yourself.

"You see, there's no use casting evil spirits out of
you and getting you delivered unless you are going to do
something about this situation yourself. Otherwise, the
devil will come back and find your house empty, and
you'll end up worse off than you were before," and I
showed him Matthew 12:43-45.

I told him, "In this scripture it says the man's house
was clean—swept and garnished—but it was empty. It
hadn't been filled with anything."

What do you fill a house with after it's been cleaned?
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The Word first, and prayer second. Never put prayer
before the Word. And prayer must always be in line
with the Word of God.

2 PETER 1:4

4 Whereby are given unto us EXCEEDING
GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES: that
BY THESE YE MIGHT BE PARTAKERS OF
THE DIVINE NATURE, having escaped the

corruption that is in the world through
LUST.

God's Word, His exceeding great and precious
promises, are given to us so we can escape the
corruption of worldly lust. One way we partake of the
divine nature is by feeding on God's Word.

I told this retired professor, "I'm not going to do a
thing for you—I'm not even going to pray for you unless
you promise me you will do three things."

He said, "I'll do whatever you say."

I said, "First, burn those books. Second, don't ever
read books like that again because that's how you let
the devil in. You opened your mind to evil spirits. Third,
read the Word of God and pray in other tongues every
day. Keep full of the Word and full of the Holy Spirit."

A person can get saved, but if he's not going to walk
with God, read the Bible, go to church, and fellowship
with other Christians, he'll never amount to anything
spiritually. He'll always be open to the attacks of the
devil, and he'll backslide. It's what a person does after
he's saved and filled with the Holy Spirit that
determines how successfully he can stand against the
devil.

I taught this man how to keep from giving the devil
access to him. Then I cast those evil spirits out of him. I
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never even got out of my chair. I just pointed my finger
toward him and said very calmly "I command all three
of you evil spirits to come out of the man in the Name of
the Lord Jesus Christ."

In the spirit realm through the discerning of spirits,
I saw those three spirits leave, just like birds flying
away. It is not necessary to see anything in order to
effectively deal with evil spirits. The man didn't see
anything, nor did his wife or my wife. But I was seeing
into the realm of the spirit because the gift of discerning
of spirits was in operation. However, in the natural
there was no physical manifestation in the man
whatsoever.

About a year later, this man and his wife came to
one of our meetings. They were back together, smiling
and holding hands. He told me, "Brother Hagin, I
haven't had a bit of trouble, praise God! I did just what
you said to do. I burned every single one of those books.
I've stayed in the Word and prayed in tongues every
day, and I've never had another bit of trouble or even
been tempted in that area. It's all gone."

If this man had been taught to present his body as a
living sacrifice to God, he wouldn't have had that
trouble with evil spirits in the first place, because he
wouldn't have been reading those kinds of books.

If he had presented his body to God, he wouldn't
have given the devil a place in him—in his thinking or
in his body. But he didn't know his carnal nature wasn't
redeemed and that the devil would accommodate his
flesh, so he indulged his flesh and those spirits were
able to get a hold of him. Actually, if he'd known his
authority in Christ, he could have dealt with those evil
spirits himself.

In some of these cases, nothing but the flesh is
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involved, so there's nothing to "cast out." In other cases,
especially in unnatural cases like this one, evil spirits
are involved. And in some cases it is a combination of
the two, the flesh and the devil working together.

For example, you can understand how a man might
get physically involved with a woman because a man
has a natural desire for a woman. Of course, all sexual
relations outside of marriage are expressly forbidden by
Scripture (1 Cor. 6:18). But when it comes to a grown
man molesting little children, that's unnatural. That's
beyond just a work of the flesh; an evil spirit is involved
in that kind of unnatural sexual desire, and it will have
to be dealt with for deliverance to be complete.

A 'Spirit' of Gluttony?

Once a woman approached my wife after one of our
meetings. She was a young woman, about twenty-eight
years old and obese. She said, "In our prayer group,
they cast the spirit of gluttony out of me, but I've gained
fifty-eight pounds since then."

My wife asked her, "Well, did they say anything to
you about your diet and about developing good eating
habits?"

She said, "Oh, no. They just said, 'That spirit is gone
now. You can eat anything you want."

That's pushing the demon issue too far! Wouldn't
that be wonderful if that were true! Go back to the
Bible. What does the Bible say? It says, “... put a knife
to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite” (Prov.
23:2). In other words, you do something about
overeating. You cut off eating so much. I don't care how
many diets you're on, in the final analysis, the only way
to control your weight is for you to control your own
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eating habits.

In some cases, people may need a medical checkup
to see if a chemical imbalance is causing the problem.
But it's too easy to blame overeating and other fleshly
weaknesses on a devil and remove the responsibility
from believers to do something about overeating.

People are too often looking for a quick fix. "Let's
just cast that demon of gluttony out!" But God doesn't
always provide an "easy" way out because He's not in
the "quick-fix" business. It will cost you a price to curb
your own appetite and deny your own flesh.

These are some of the extremes that are being
taught and practiced in the Body of Christ today. People
can be gullible by following extreme teaching and
practices in any area. We need to maintain scriptural
balance and go down the middle of the road in every
area and not get in the ditch on one side of the road or
the other.

Sanctification

There's very little teaching about sanctification in
Charismatic circles. As a result, there are some ungodly
practices going on in the Church today. Basically, you
need to understand that sanctification is an ongoing
process. You're not just going to get sanctified one day,
once for all, so that you can never sin again. I don't care
how much of the Word you know, you'll still have to do
your part by setting yourself apart unto godliness.

In old-time Pentecost, some "holiness" groups taught
about sanctification. Their teaching was probably
extreme in some areas, but they did endeavor to teach
people to live a sanctified lifestyle. Living a sanctified
lifestyle helps keep your flesh under the dominion of
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your spirit so Satan can't dominate you. Satan can't
dominate you if he can't find a place in you and if you
exercise your authority in Christ.

What does the Word say about sanctification?

1 THESSALONIANS 4:1,3-5,7
1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren,
and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye
have received of us HOW YE OUGHT TO WALK
and TO PLEASE GOD, so ye would abound more
and more....
3 For this is the will of God, even your
SANCTIFICATION, that ye should abstain from
FORNICATION:
4 THAT EVERY ONE OF YOU SHOULD KNOW HOW
TO POSSESS HIS VESSEL IN SANCTIFICATION
AND HONOR,;
5 Not in the LUST of concupiscence, even as the

Gentiles which know not God....
7 For God hath not called wus unto
UNCLEANNESS, but UNTO HOLINESS.

Those two words, "uncleanness" and "holiness," in
verse 7 have to do with the believers' spiritual walk
with the Lord mentioned in verse 1. Believers can't
walk in uncleanness and please God. They'll have to
walk in holiness to please Him.

Paul used the word "uncleanness" in verse 7. He just
mentioned fornication and the lust of concupiscence in
verses 3 and 5. "Concupiscence" means a desire for
what is forbidden. Let's see how Paul uses this word
"uncleanness" in his epistles, because if you walk in
sanctification and holiness you won't give place to the
devil.

ROMANS 1:24-28
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24 Wherefore God also gave them up to
UNCLEANNESS through the LUSTS OF THEIR OWN
HEARTS, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves:

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who 1s blessed for ever. Amen.

26 For this cause God gave them up unto VILE
AFFECTIONS: for even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against nature:

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of
the Woman, burned in their LUST one toward another;
men with men working that which is unseemly, and
receiving in themselves that recompence of their error

which was meet.
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to a
REPROBATE MIND, to do those things which

are not convenient.

Remember "reprobate" means a mind void of
judgment. The Bible is referring here to homosexuality,
which  includes lesbianism. The Bible calls
homosexuality uncleanness. Homosexuality is certainly
not practicing sanctification or holiness, is it? God has
called us not unto uncleanness, but unto holiness!

Then in Romans 6, we see that sanctification has to
do with one's body.

ROMANS 6:19

19 I speak after the manner of men because of
the infirmity of your FLESH: for as ye have
yielded your [bodily] MEMBERS servants to
UNCLEANNESS and to iniquity unto iniquity;
even so now YIELD YOUR [bodily] MEMBERS
servants to righteousness unto HOLINESS.
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The Bible speaks of uncleanness in relation to sins
of the flesh.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:21

21 And lest, when I come again, my God will
humble me among you, and that I shall bewail
many which have SINNED already, and have
not repented of the UNCLEANNESS and
FORNICATION and LASCIVIOUSNESS which
they have committed.

Notice the word "uncleanness" is linked with the
words "fornication" and '"lasciviousness." Another
translation reads "impurity, sexual vice, and
sensuality."

There hasn't been much teaching on how believers
are to possess their "vessels" or bodies in sanctification
and honor. The Holy Spirit, abiding in the inward man,
dwells within the believer's vessel, his body. And God
has not called your vessel unto uncleanness, but unto
holiness.

Paul is preaching the same message to every
believer about sanctification. He uses different words as
he wrote to the various churches, but he's basically
teaching believers how to possess their bodies in
sanctification and honor so they can close the door to
the enemy.

COLOSSIANS 3:5

5 MORTIFY therefore your members which are
upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry.

What does Paul tell believers to "mortify" or make
dead? The list sounds familiar: fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, and so forth.
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In Romans chapter 1, the Bible talked about women
having unnatural affection toward women, and men
toward men. Paul called it vile affections. Here he calls
it inordinate affection. That means affection that is not
ordinary, clean, or wholesome. It's not ordinary for a
man to leave the natural use of a woman and to lust
after another man. It's not natural for a woman to want
another woman.

God made man and woman to desire a member of
the opposite sex within the confines of marriage. Sex is
not wrong in marriage, but it is wrong outside of
marriage. Fornication, adultery, and uncleanness are
wrong. Practicing those things will give Satan great
inroads into your life.

Believers are to mortify those unclean deeds of the
body, so they can possess their vessels with
sanctification and honor. Some Christians say "I can't
do that." But God said we can. Either He is lying about
it or they are!

The truth is many people don't want to mortify their
flesh. They just want that old stinking flesh to
dominate them. They want to live in the flesh with its
pleasures and lusts instead of in the Spirit because it's
easier.

Actually, the greatest "war" the believer will ever
wage 1s not with the devil, but it is between the flesh
and the spirit.

GALATIANS 5:16,17
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil THE LUST OF THE FLESH.
17 For the FLESH lusteth against the SPIRIT,
and the SPIRIT against the FLESH: and these
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would.
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Paul is writing to Spirit-filled Christians in this
passage. He says, ".. the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit...." The King James Version capitalizes the letter
S in the word "Spirit," making the Passage refer to the
Holy Spirit. But Paul isn't talking about the Holy Spirit
in this verse; he's talking about the human spirit.

As W. E. Vine points out in his Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words,? there is only one
word translated "spirit" from the Greek and that is
"pneuma." Therefore, we have to determine by the
context of the passage whether "pneuma" is referring to
the human spirit or to the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 5:17 is saying that the flesh "lusteth
against," "wars," or "fights" against the recreated
human spirit. Another translation says, "the flesh
fights against the spirit."

People are talking a lot about spiritual warfare in
Christian circles today. But the biggest warfare in the
Christian walk is between the flesh and the spirit. Yes,
we have to deal with the spiritual forces of darkness, all
right. But if you get this war between your flesh and
your spirit settled, you won't have to contend with
Satan as much, because you won't be leaving a door
open to the enemy.

You need to understand the conflict between the
flesh and the recreated human spirit and how to crucify
the flesh so you can possess your vessel in sanctification
and honour (1 Thess. 4:3,4,7). Then you won't be giving
access to the devil.

The Spirit of the World in the
Church

2 Ibid., p. 593.
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If folks do not mortify these evil deeds of the flesh
listed in Colossians 3:5, are they going to get by with it?

COLOSSIANS 3:6
6 For which things' sake the wrath of God
cometh on the children of disobedience.

Paul is writing here to children of God, saying that
the wrath of God comes on the children of disobedience.
You see, we are living in a world where Satan is god,
and the same spirits that are in the world will try to get
into the Church if we let them. That's why it's so
important for believers to stay holy and separate from
sins and lusts of the world where Satan is god.

The Bible makes a strong statement about believers
living holy lives separated from the world.

JAMES 4:4

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the FRIENDSHIP OF THE WORLD is
ENMITY WITH GOD? whosoever therefore will
be a FRIEND OF THE WORLD is the ENEMY OF
GOD.

This verse doesn't mean we aren't supposed to love
sinners or want to help them. But we're not to become
entangled in worldly practices. Friendship with the
world and indulging in worldly practices and pleasures
will open wide the door to the devil in our lives.

We need to understand that the Bible teaches
separation, not segregation (2 Cor. 6:16,17). That is
where some Christians miss it. Some folks think they
are practicing separation by segregating themselves
and practically isolating themselves from the unsaved.

But Jesus said we need to be in the world, but not of
the world (John 17:16-18). He meant that we don't have
to abide by the world's standards and act like the world.
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Our lives should reflect a separation from the world and
a sanctification and separation unto God in holiness.
We need to be very careful that we don't allow the spirit
of the world to get into the Church—the Body of Christ.

The spirit of the world got into the Church at
Corinth (1 Cor. 5:1-5). Paul wrote to the Church about
the sexual sin that was being tolerated within that local
body of believers (1 Cor. 5:1). A man was cohabiting
with his stepmother. If you are a student of history, you
know that Corinth was one of the most licentious and
1mmoral cities of that day. And that immoral spirit had
gotten into the Church.

In this day, we are living in a time of lightness and
looseness. You can see it in many realms of life. That
same trend is happening in the spiritual realm. There is
such lightness and looseness in the world, as we've
entered into this age of "sexual liberation," as some
people call it. Sin is now considered acceptable by some
as long as you are an adult and your sin doesn't hurt

anyone else. That same spirit has gotten into the
Church.

In Colossians we can also see another area where
the spirit of the world has gotten into the Church today.

COLOSSIANS 3:8

8 ... PUT OFF ALL THESE: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, FILTHY COMMUNICATION out of
your mouth.

We hear so much filthy communication in this day
by unsaved People who are subject to the spirit of the
world. But I am appalled sometimes at the way some
Christians talk. Some of them use filthy communication
too! If they would listen to their spirit, their conscience
would condemn them. But they are not living in the
spirit realm; then they wonder how the devil is getting
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into their lives! They open the door themselves with
their own mouths!

When I was born again, I had never heard anyone
preach on this subject. Although my tongue still wanted
to say some words I'd said before I was saved, after I
was born again, I began listening to my spirit, and I
couldn't talk like that.

But we are living in a time of looseness and
lightness. You can hear people using these words, but
worse than that, you hear Charismatic people talking
like that too.

If you are a believer and you are guilty of filthy
communication, you need to straighten up. You need to
obey what God said in His Word: "... put off... filthy
communication out of your mouth” (Col. 3:8). Otherwise,
you are on dangerous ground. And when you're on
Satan's territory, he has access to you.

Thank God, as believers we know what to do about
Satan, and we know our authority in Christ. We know
how to put off the old man nature with its lusts and
pleasures, and we know how to put on Christ. We can
possess our vessels in sanctification and honor and
learn how to stand strong against all the wiles of the
devil.
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Chapter 4
Distinguishing the Difference
Between Oppression,
Obsession, and Possession

The primary way Satan tries to gain access to people
1s through their mind and body. The degree to which a
person yields to Satan in these areas determines how
much Satan is able to influence him. Since man is a
spirit, he has a soul, and he lives in a body, demons can
affect and influence man in his body and sow! (mind,
will, and emotions), yet not be present in his spirit.

To really understand how demons affect people, it's
also important to understand the difference between
oppression, obsession, and possession. Many people use
these terms interchangeably when they are actually
referring to three separate degrees of demonic
influence.

Oppression

Evil spirits can exert a certain amount of influence
as they seek to oppress mankind. Evil spirits can
oppress anyone, even Christians if they allow it, from
within or without their body or soul.

Of course, evil spirits have their widest range of
influence if they can embody a human because then
they can express themselves in the natural realm. If
evil spirits can't embody people, they try to exert
influence round about people in the spiritual realm.
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Many times believers, even Spirit-filled believers, can
be oppressed by demons from the outside. Satan tries to
oppress us by putting all kinds of pressure on us until
we are keenly aware of that pressure.

And we need to realize that there are degrees of
oppression. In other words, a person can be more
oppressed or less oppressed. We've probably all
experienced oppression in our lives at one time or
another. For example, sometimes oppression can be
manifested as a bad "mood" that tries to come over us.
That can be the direct result of satanic oppression.
People have also said to me, "Please pray for me. It just

seems like there's a big black cloud hanging over my
head."

That's satanic oppression. And people are more
oppressed at certain times than they are at other times.
But as we rebuke that oppression in the Name of Jesus,
stand against it and resist it, the devil will flee from us
(Matt. 18:18; Luke 10:19; Phil. 2:9-11; James 4:7).
Believers don't need to live under the oppression of the
enemy. And sometimes when oppression leaves a
person, it feels just like a weight has lifted off his
shoulders.

Fear is a form of oppression that comes against
many Christians and holds them in bondage and causes
them to stumble again and again. Fear can take ahold
of believers' minds and cause their spirit not to function
as they should—that is, not to be in dominion over their
soul and body.

Fear can also take ahold of a believer's body and
cause his stomach to tighten up as though some power
had gripped it. That can open the door to despair and
despondency. But the Bible says God has not given us
the spirit of fear (2 Tim. 1:7) so that means we have
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authority over it. We have a right to stand against fear
and rebuke it.

Learn to stand in the power of God's might and use
His glory and power, which is His Word, to fight against
the enemy. God never said you had to fight the enemy
(2 Chron. 20:17). You are to fight the good fight of faith,
which is standing against the enemy by faith in God's
Word (1 Tim. 6:12). When you stand against the enemy
with the Word, fear has to depart from you.

Fear isn't a friend; fear is an enemy. It isn't to be
accepted, nurtured, or endured. Stand against it and
avoid it like you would avoid sickness and disease.
Speak God's Word to fear and take your authority over
1t in the Name of Jesus, and it must depart.

Anyone's body, even that of a Christian, can be
oppressed by an evil spirit from within or without. Let
me give you an illustration of physical oppression.
Physical oppression can be the direct result of an evil
spirit afflicting a person's body.

I was ministering in a church once, and a Christian
man came forward in the healing line for prayer. He
said, "The doctors told me that I have a cluster of ulcers
In my stomach as big as a wasps' nest." The doctors
were fearful that his condition might worsen, but the
man wouldn't let them operate on him.

I said to this man, "Matthew 8:17 says, ... Himself
took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.’” Then I
laid hands on him and prayed. The minute I laid hands
on him, I had a manifestation of the word of knowledge
—a supernatural revelation by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.
12:8). I knew this man's body was being oppressed by an
evil spirit, and I knew that I had to cast the evil spirit
out of his body before he could be set free from this
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stomach condition.

But I also knew if I didn't explain to the
congregation what I was about to do, it would cause
more harm than good. When ministering in public, if
you just cast an evil spirit out of someone without
explaining it to the congregation, people can think,
That person is saved, filled with the Holy Spirit, and a
member of this church. If he has a devil in him, maybe I
have a devil in me.

And if people start thinking and talking like that,
they can unknowingly open a door to the devil and an
evil spirit will accommodate them. That's why people
need to exercise wisdom when ministering in public.

So before I ministered to this man, I explained to
the congregation, "Satan, not God, is the author of
sickness and disease. Satan is indirectly the cause of all
sin, sickness, and disease. Sometimes there can even be
the literal presence of a demon in a person's body that
enforces sickness and disease. When that's the case, the
evil spirit must be dealt with by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

"In this man's case, an evil spirit i1s present and
oppressing this man's body and causing these ulcers.
I'm going to cast that evil spirit out of his body. It's not
in his soul or in his spirit."

I went on to explain, "If you lived in an old house
that had termites in it, that doesn't mean you have
termites in you. Well, your body is just the house you
live in. Your body isn't the real you. The real you is the
spirit man on the inside. And if you're born again, the
spirit man can't have a devil in him. But your body—the
house of your spirit—can have an evil spirit afflicting
it."

110



Distinguishing the Difference Between Oppression, Obsession,
and Possession

After I explained that to the congregation, I laid
hands on the man again. When I did, the Holy Spirit
also revealed something else to me by a word of
knowledge. I knew by an inward revelation or word of
knowledge what had happened to him that let the evil
spirit into his body in the first place. The man had
opened the door to the devil.

I had what I call a "mini-vision." I knew that what I
was seeing in the Spirit had occurred two nights before.
I saw this man in bed in the front bedroom of his house.
It was midnight, but he couldn't sleep. I saw him get up
and walk through his house.

The back porch was screened in. There was a bed
out there, and I saw him just fall across that bed and
roll from side to side holding his stomach because it was
burning like fire. Then I knew by the Spirit of God that
something else was also troubling him, and I knew
exactly what it was. I knew all of this in just a moment
of time through the word of knowledge.

I said to the man, "Two nights ago at midnight you
were in the front bedroom of your house and you
couldn't sleep, so you finally got up and walked through
your house. You went back to the sleeping porch, and
you fell across the bed, rolling and groaning in pain.

You were holding your stomach because it was burning
like fire.

"But something else was bothering you too. Your
conscience was bothering you. Now I don't want to
embarrass you. But you are saved, baptized with the
Holy Spirit, and you have been a member of this church
for a number of years. Yet the Lord shows me that
you've never paid your tithes. You don't pay tithes, and
you never have paid tithes."
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He answered, "No, no, I haven't."

I said, "That's one thing that's bothering you. Not
only was your stomach burning like fire, but your
conscience was hurting you. I can't minister to you until
you get this cleared up with the Lord. What are you
going to do about paying your tithes? Are you going to
obey God or are you not going to obey God?"

He said, "I'm going to obey God. I'm going to pay my
tithes."

You see, people can open a door to the devil through
disobedience. Once this man repented and got in line
with God, then I could minister to him. I laid hands on
him and cast out the evil spirit that was oppressing and
afflicting his body and causing the ulcers.

After I cast the evil spirit out of him, I told him, "On
the way home from the meeting tonight, go buy yourself
a T-bone steak and eat it when you get home." He
hadn't eaten anything except baby food for two years,
and he hadn't worked for two years. He did just that.
Later he went back to the doctors and they x-rayed his
stomach. That cluster of wulcers had completely
disappeared, and he was back on the job the very next
week.

Now let me give you an example of mental
oppression—of an instance when an evil spirit got ahold
of a Christian's mind. I was ministering in a meeting
and a man came forward for prayer. He had a nervous
condition and couldn't sleep. I laid hands on him and
prayed for him, and he went back to his seat. I kept on
ministering to other people.

I happened to look over to where this man was
seated. I had my eyes wide open, and God gave me a
manifestation of the gift of discerning of spirits; I saw
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into the realm of spirits. I saw what looked like a little
spirit being sitting on this man's shoulder. It looked a
lot like a little monkey, although its face was different.

This little creature had its arms around the man's
head in a vice-like headlock. I didn't know until
afterward, but this man had already been committed to
a mental asylum. He was just waiting for the
authorities to come and get him to be institutionalized.

I said to him, "Brother, come back up here, please."
He came back to the front. I spoke to the evil spirit that
was oppressing his mind. (You deal with the evil spirit,
not the person.) I didn't tell anyone I had seen anything,
because it's not always wise to do that in a public
meeting. I just said to this evil spirit, "You foul spirit
that has oppressed and bound this man, I command you
to loose him in the Name of Jesus. Take your hands off
his mind now in Jesus' Name."

When I said that, that little monkey-like creature
turned loose of the man's head and fell off his shoulder,
and lay at his feet just whimpering and whining. Then
the little creature spoke up and said, "Well, I sure don't
want to. But if you tell me to, I know I have to."

I replied, "Not only leave him, but leave these
premises in the Name of Jesus,"” and the little creature
got up and ran out the door. This man lifted both hands
and began to praise God. He told me, "It's like an iron
band snapped from around my head." He had been
mentally oppressed, but he was completely delivered.

Just because this man's nervousness was caused by
a demon, doesn't mean every case of nervousness is
caused by a demon. You'll have to rely on the Holy
Spirit to know when the literal presence of a demon is
causing the affliction. In your own human knowledge or
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wisdom you won't know whether or not an evil spirit is
present. But in this case, I knew by the Holy Spirit that
this man's mental oppression was a direct result of the
presence of an evil spirit.

That man never did go to the asylum. In fact, years
later he was still doing fine. Thank God for God's power
and the supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit.
We are powerless and helpless without the Word of God
and the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Christians Can Yield to the Devil

We've seen how an evil spirit can oppress the body
or the mind a person—saved and unsaved alike. It's
also possible for a Christian to yield to an evil spirit
when he is being oppressed by one and to give it place.

Scripture bears out the fact that a person can yield
to God and then turn right around and yield to the
devil. Peter did. Although Peter wasn't born again yet
because Jesus hadn't gone to the Cross yet to pay for
our redemption, Peter was used by God to bring forth a
revelation of the Holy Spirit. But then almost
immediately afterward, he yielded to the devil (Matt.
16:20-23).

But there's a vast difference between yielding to an
evil spirit and being possessed by an evil spirit. It's also
possible to only partially yield to evil spirits. But the
more a person yields to them, the more those spirits
will influence and try to control him (Rom. 6:16). The
good news is that Christians don't have to yield to the
devil or to the flesh. They can learn how to yield to the
Holy Spirit.

ROMANS 6:16
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
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yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteousness?

The Bible teaches that when you yield or submit
yourself to someone, you will eventually become his
servant. Sometimes we only partially yield to the Holy
Spirit, and at other times we are more fully yielded to
Him. I don't know anyone who is totally yielded to the
Holy Spirit. We're all working on it, but we haven't
gotten there yet.

The same thing is true on the negative side that's
true on the positive side. Just as a person can partially
yield to the Holy Spirit, he can partially yield to evil
spirits, or he can fully yield to them. The more a person
yields to evil spirits, the more ground those spirits will
take in him and eventually try to possess him.

I'll give you an illustration of a Christian yielding to
the devil. I sometimes tell about my son-in-law, Buddy
Harrison, who at one time had a problem with yielding
to evil spirits. Today Reverend Harrison is the founding
pastor of Faith Christian Fellowship in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and he is also president of Harrison House
Publishers. But in 1963, he had problems.

Back then, Buddy was unable to stick with anything
for any length of time. He couldn't keep a job; he'd just
quit and walk off. He wouldn't stay in church. One time
we'd see him in church leading the choir, and
everything would be fine. The next time we'd see him,
he would be out of church. And sometimes he'd walk up
to me and blow cigar smoke in my face. I never said
anything to him. I just loved him. I knew in his case it
was the devil influencing him; it wasn't just his flesh
dominating him. He was a "roller-coaster" or "yo-yo"
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Christian, up and down and in and out.

I was praying one afternoon about my evening
service. Suddenly the Spirit of God spoke to me about
Buddy. He said, "There are three demons that follow
Buddy around." Immediately I had a spiritual vision—a
"mini-vision." I saw Buddy walking down the sidewalk.
I saw three spirits following him like little dogs, except
they didn't look like little dogs. They were monkey-like
and wiry looking. One was on the right edge of the
sidewalk, one on the left edge, and one in the middle of
the sidewalk following after Buddy.

The Spirit of God said, "These three spirits follow
Buddy. Buddy will turn to the right and yield to the
demon on the right for a while. Then he'll turn back
around and straighten up and act right. Then he'll turn
and yield to the demon on the left for a while. Then he'll
turn back and start acting like a Christian again. Then
he'll yield to the demon that's in back of him for a while.

"At times Buddy yields to these three evil spirits,
yet at other times he also yields to the Holy Spirit.
That's why it seems like he almost has a split
personality."

Buddy would begin acting like whichever demon he
was yielding to. Relatives had even remarked, "I don't
understand Buddy. Is he schizophrenic?" Buddy was a
born-again, Spirit-filled Christian. But just because a
person is filled with the Holy Spirit doesn't mean he's
incapable of yielding to the devil. Believers still have a
will of their own; they have free choice.

When the Lord showed me these three demons
tagging after Buddy like little puppy dogs, I said to the
Lord, "Lord, what do You want me to do about it? Do
You want me to pray about it?"
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"No," He said, "don't pray about it."

"Well," I said, "what do You want me to do about it
then?"

The Lord said to me, "You speak to those evil spirits.
Command them in My Name, in the Name of Jesus, to
desist in their maneuvers and stop in their operations
against Buddy."

I said, "But I'm in Oklahoma. Buddy is in Texas."

Jesus said, "There is no distance in the spirit realm.
You can speak to spirits where you are that are
operating against someone who is in another location,
and in the Name of Jesus, they have to obey you. You
don't have to be there in person."

I said, "Tell me how to do that."

He said, "You simply say, 'In the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, I command all three of you foul spirits
that are following Buddy around to desist in your
maneuvers and stop in your operations against him."

I simply spoke out those exact words that Jesus told
me to say.

And in the spirit realm, I saw those three spirits
disappear. Then the Word of the Lord came unto me,
saying, "Buddy will have a job within ten days. He will
stay with that job until he does something else I have
for him." I wrote that down on a piece of paper, dated it,
and put it in my billfold.

The next time I saw Buddy, he said to me, "Dad, I
got a job."

I said, "I know it."

I pulled that piece of paper out of my billfold and
handed it to him. He said, "That's exactly right! I got
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the job on the tenth day." He stayed with that job and
made a success of it. The owner of the business made
him an assistant manager, and later God called him
into the full-time ministry. He's been walking with God
ever since.

The Devil, the Flesh, and the World

Believers can yield to the devil and his wiles and let
the devil dominate them any time they want. Believers
can also yield to the flesh with its lusts and appetites
and let the flesh dominate them. And believers can
yield to the influence of the world and let the world
dominate them.

Many people would try to cast the devil out of a
believer when he's yielding to the world, the flesh, or
the devil. But the Bible teaches that believers have to
deal with the world, the flesh, and the devil because we
will never be free from these influences until we go to
be with Jesus in Heaven (1 John 4:3,4; 1 John 2:15-17).
But just because believers yield to the world, the flesh,
or the devil, doesn't mean they are demon possessed or
have a demon in them.

Thank God, the Bible teaches that the believer does
not have to yield to the world, the flesh, or the devil.
The Bible says, if we are born again, through Jesus we
have overcome the world (1 John 5:4,5; John 16:33; 1
John 4:4) Because we are in Christ and Jesus has
overcome the world for us, we don't have to yield to the
influence of the world, nor to the lusts and cravings of
our own physical nature. And we don't have to be
defeated by the devil, because Jesus' triumph over
Satan is our triumph.

If a Christian opens the door to the devil, the devil
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will come in and can eventually possess his body or soul
if given free access to them over a period of time.
However, in the case of a Christian, a demon cannot
inhabit his spirit unless the believer meets the
conditions stated in Hebrews 10:26,27 and Hebrews 6:4-
6. I'll talk about these passages in greater detail later.

For now I'll simply say that the majority of
Christians never reach a level of spiritual maturity
which would put them in a position to commit the sin
unto death. The sin unto death can only be committed
by a mature Christian by willfully denying Christ with
deliberate forethought (1 John 5:16). So Christians
don't need to be preoccupied with wondering whether or
not they are possessed by the devil in their spirit. If
they are concerned that they might be, it's a sure sign
they aren't! However, Christians can open a door to the
devil in other areas of their lives.

I'll give an example that shows how a Christian can
unknowingly open a door to the devil. Many years ago I
read about Dr. Lilian Yeomans who was a medical
doctor in a large New York City hospital. She became
hopelessly addicted to drugs and was given up to die by
medical science. Then someone told her about divine
healing, and she was saved and healed by the power of
God and spent the rest of her life teaching about divine
healing.

Near the end of World War II, Dr. Yeomans became
desperately ill to the point of death, even though she
had taught and ministered on divine healing for more
than forty years. At that time, she was probably about
eighty years old.

Later I read that Dr. Yeomans had been healed. In
an article she wrote, she explained how she had gotten
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sick by unknowingly opening the door to the devil. It
was during World War II, and she had begun to worry
because some of her kinfolk were in those countries
where Hitler dominated.

Dr. Yeomans said that the worry over her kinfolk
began to bear on her mind, and worry and fear opened
the door to the enemy. Finally, she became desperately
ill. She ran a high fever, lost all her hair, and was at
death's door. She said she repented and asked God to
forgive her for worrying. She said, "God not only
restored my health, but He also restored my hair. Only
my hair didn't grow back white as it was before. I have
a full head of solid black hair!"

Dr. Yeomans became sick by opening a door to the
enemy through worry and fear. It doesn't make any
difference how long a Christian has been saved or if he's
been preaching or teaching the Word for years. Mature
Christians have to make sure they keep the door shut
on the devil just as much as baby Christians do.

In Dr. Yeomans' case, she'd walked in what she
called "divine health" for more than forty years and had
never been sick. Dr. Yeomans was a strong Christian
and knew about God's covenant of health. But, you see,
no matter how strong you are in the Lord or how many
years you've preached the Word, the devil will never
leave you alone. And if you yield to him, you can open
the door to him.

A Christian Whose Mind Was
Possessed by an Evil Spirit

I'm going to go into quite a bit of detail in relating

an account of a Spirit-filled minister who became
obsessed in her thinking with worry and fear, until she

120



Distinguishing the Difference Between Oppression, Obsession,
and Possession

finally allowed the devil to possess her thinking, and
she went totally insane.

In other words, first she was oppressed by the devil's
thoughts. But as she yielded to Satan's thoughts of
worry and fear, she became obsessed with those
thoughts, until finally she opened a door to the enemy
and allowed her mind to become possessed with an evil
spirit.

This minister's sister told us the following story.
When the woman minister had gone through
menopause, she began to be oppressed with worry. She
allowed herself to brood and became emotionally upset
and increasingly disturbed. She either consciously or
unconsciously yielded to a demon in her mind and
emotions.

This minister didn't keep her mind focused on the
Word; she became obsessed with worry. She allowed an
evil spirit to gain more and more ground in her thinking
until her mind was taken over by an evil spirit. Finally,
she entirely lost her mind and was possessed in her
mind by that evil spirit and became violently insane.
She tried to kill herself and others.

She was institutionalized and spent more than two
years in a padded cell for her own protection because
she was violent. She would try to kill herself by butting
her head against the walls. She ate with her fingers like
an animal because she tried to use a knife or a fork to
kill herself.

The sister of this insane woman wanted my wife and
me to minister to the woman, even though no one was
allowed in her cell. I said I would turn the matter over
to my prayer group so they could begin praying for the
woman. We had a group of women in that Farmersville
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church where I was pastoring at that time who could
pray Heaven and earth together. They got answers to
their prayers!

About ten days after we began praying, the
authorities said this insane woman could come home.
They sent a letter to her family saying she was no
longer violent, but that she would always need
institutional care. Her general health, however, had
deteriorated, and the authorities felt that if the change
in environment didn't help her, she probably wouldn't
live much longer.

Now here's a minister of the gospel who had gone
insane! Imagine that! People just said, "Oh, the poor
dear. Something happened to her, but we don't know
what it was." But we need to understand what can
happen to people, and how Christians can open a door
to the devil and give him access in their minds and
bodies.

That's one reason believers need to know how
important it is for them to renew their minds with the
Word of God and to think God's thoughts instead of
thinking on the enemy's thoughts of worry and fear. If
they think the wrong thoughts, they can unknowingly
open a door to the devil. Believers are not subject to the
devil; they have authority over him in Jesus' Name.
They can resist him, and they are not under his
dominion in any way, unless they allow him to take
dominion over them.

This Full Gospel minister was not subject to the
devil either. She didn't have to give place to Satan in
her thinking. If she would have stood her ground
against worry and oppression with the Word of God and
kept her mind renewed, Satan wouldn't have had access
to her mind. If she had rebuked Satan's oppression and
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resisted him, he would have fled from her (Matt. 18:18;
James 4:7).

On the first Saturday of May 1943, this Full Gospel
minister was brought to our parsonage by her sister.
My wife and I didn't know they were coming. But here's
something I want you to see.

That morning after breakfast, my wife and I went
about our usual morning chores. I always washed the
dishes and cleaned up the kitchen; it was a habit of
mine. I expected my wife to help me in the ministry, so
1t was only right that I help her around the house. All
the time I was cleaning up the kitchen, I was praying in
other tongues, not loudly, but just to myself. I had an
inward urge or leading to do so.

Then I went over to the church next door and
checked to see that everything was in order for the
service the next day, and as I did, I was continually
praying in tongues. It seemed like I had a divine urge to
pray in other tongues. Don't misunderstand me; the
Holy Spirit wasn't forcing me to pray, for He is a
Gentleman, and He doesn't force us to do anything. He
gently leads. The devil pushes, but the Holy Spirit
gently leads and urges.

For the rest of the morning I just went about my
business, but I yielded to that urge on the inside to pray
in tongues. When people were around, I just prayed on
the inside, quietly to myself and to the Lord. Then I
walked to the post office to get the mail, because they
didn't deliver mail in those days. The entire time, I
followed that divine urging to pray in other tongues. My
spirit was communicating with God (1 Cor. 14:2,14).

I would say from eight o'clock in the morning until
about two o'clock in the afternoon, I spent the majority
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of the time praying in other tongues as I went about my
daily business. And every now and then I'd think to
myself, The Lord must he preparing me for my service
tomorrow. It's going to be a "stem-winder"!

You see, the Bible says, "For if I pray in an
unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth ..." (1 Cor. 14:14).
And in Jude 20 it says, ... building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.” So 1
knew God was preparing me and getting me ready for
something, but I thought it was for my Sunday service.
Then about two o'clock, that insane woman was brought
to our parsonage by her sister. She acted like a robot;
she just stared straight ahead like she was in another
world, except that her mouth was continually moving,
almost involuntarily.

When her sister mentioned that I was a preacher,
immediately the insane woman began to quote
scriptures; the Word just started running out of her
mouth like water out of a faucet, her eyes just blazing
the entire time. The Word wasn't coming out of her
mind, because she was mentally incompetent;
scriptures were coming up out of her recreated, born-
again spirit.

I'd never seen anyone like this before, and I didn't
know what to do. I made the comment, "Anyone who

can quote Scripture like that must really know the
Lord."

When I said that, her eyes looked like they flashed
fire. I was standing right in front of her, and, eyes
blazing, she reached up and grabbed her hair and began
pulling it, screaming, "Oh, no, no! No! No! I couldn't
know God! No! No! No! I've committed the
unpardonable sin! No! No!" And her sister had to get
ahold of her and shake her to try to get her calmed
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down.

Her sister finally made her sit down in a chair, but
she just sat staring straight ahead like she was in
another world. I kept watching her, but she didn't blink
or even bat an eye. Her eyes were wide open and she
looked like she was in a trance. No matter what went
on around her, she sat there and never moved a muscle
or batted an eye.

The sister said to us, "I asked the head of the
institution, 'Is her condition unusual? Is it peculiar to
my sister that she thinks she's committed the
unpardonable sin?' And he said, 'Oh, no. About ninety
percent of the people in the asylum think they've
committed the unpardonable sin." That tells you the
devil has something to do with tormenting people in
this area, telling them that they've committed the
unpardonable sin—the sin unto death.

In this case, this minister had allowed an evil spirit
to get into her soul, and it had convinced her that she
had committed the sin unto death. You see, if you get
sick in your mind through wrong thinking, that opens a
door for the devil to come in. Devils, demons, and evil
spirits have more to do with these things than we
sometimes realize.

I knew that the woman could be sick in her head or
mind, just as someone could be sick in his stomach. If a
person is sick in his stomach, it just means his stomach
isn't working right. If a person is sick in his mind, it
means his mind isn't working right. So I knew this
woman's mind could just be sick. But I also knew that a
demon could have come in and gotten ahold of her
mind, and it could be the cause of her insanity.

The demon didn't possess this woman's spirit; it
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only possessed her mind because she had opened the
door to it through worry and fear. Satan can't just move
in and occupy a Christian's mind or body unless the
person gives him permission by opening the door to him
either through ignorance or disobedience. In full demon
possession, the demon would have possessed her—
spirit, soul, and body. But she was a Christian, so the
devil couldn't take over her spirit unless she had
willfully denied Christ, which she hadn't.

How are you going to deal with someone in that
condition, particularly when you can't get through to
the person's mind? At that time, I didn't know. I'd never
dealt with anyone like that. So I said to my wife, "Let's
go get Sister Sylvia."

Sister Sylvia was a layperson in our church, but she
could pray Heaven and earth together. While we were
waiting in the car for Sister Sylvia to get ready, I began
to talk to the Lord about what had just happened. I
knew if the woman were just sick in her mind, I could
pray for her, anoint her with oil and lay hands on her,
and she could be healed.

However, I knew if an evil spirit was the cause of
her insanity, it would have to be dealt with by the
power and leading of the Holy Spirit. I told the Lord He
was going to have to help me. I didn't know what to do.
I spent my time praying this way until Sister Sylvia
was ready, and then we all went back to the parsonage.

We all started praying, and soon we were praying in
the Spirit. We prayed to God for direction for more than
two hours. We weren't praying against the devil; we
weren't combating evil spirits. We were just seeking
God for His direction and about how to minister to this
woman.

Here's something else you need to understand. The
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prayer of faith won't work in every situation. This was
an instance where the prayer of faith wouldn't work
because this woman was not in a position mentally to
agree with us and use her own faith.

Now don't misunderstand me; the prayer of faith
will work in those situations where it is supposed to
work. But when another person's will is involved, you
won't always be able to pray the prayer of faith unless
the person is in agreement with you (Matt. 18:19).

Before I could pray the prayer of faith for this
woman, I needed her participation and agreement, but
she couldn't give that because of her mental condition.
Therefore, her deliverance couldn't come about through
the operation of her own faith.

Some people have tried to make the prayer of faith
work in every situation and in every circumstance. And
In some cases, it's sort of like trying to put a square peg
in a round hole; it won't work. In other words, there are
different kinds of prayer, and they each have their own
rules for their successful operation.

So we were seeking God for His direction; we
weren't yelling at the devil or trying to drive out a
demon. We needed to get the leading of the Holy Spirit
so we would know how to deal with this insane woman.

We have to rely on the Holy Spirit in situations like
this. How often we read the scripture, .. Not by might,
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts"
(Zech. 4:6), and yet we go right ahead and try to do
something in our own strength, power, and might, and
nothing happens. No, we will have to learn to rely on
God's Word, His power and might, and His Spirit in
order to be successful in life.
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Actually, when we rely on our own power and might,
we labor and labor, and very little is accomplished. But
if we'll put the Greater One on the inside to work for us,
He will rise up big in us and give illumination to our
minds and direction to our spirits, which we can't get
from any other source. And He always leads us in line
with the holy written Word of God.

So as we were all seeking God's direction, I prayed,
"Lord, show me how to minister to this woman." When I
said that, the anointing of the Holy Spirit came upon
me, and the Holy Spirit said to me, "Go stand in front of
her and say, 'Come out, you unclean spirit in the Name
of Jesus."

I was reluctant to do that because I'd never been in
a situation quite like that before. When I didn't obey
God, the anointing lifted and left me, and then there
was nothing I could do. You see, casting out a demon in
a situation like this has to be done under the anointing
and power of the Holy Spirit.

Then the Holy Spirit rebuked me for disobeying. I
said to the Lord, "Lord, let that anointing come on me
again, and I'll obey." I knew there was no use standing
there saying, "Come out!" without the anointing of the
Holy Spirit. If it were just me in the flesh trying to cast
that demon out, I knew nothing would happen. But the
anointing of the Holy Spirit came upon me again, and I
obeyed God and said to the evil spirit, "Come out, thou
unclean spirit in the Name of Jesus."

The woman didn't look any different afterwards; she
looked and acted just as mentally insane as she had
before. Nothing happened as far as I could tell. Her
sister bundled her up and took her home. But even
though there was no perceptible difference in her, I
knew she was delivered; no one could have told me
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differently.

That's where we miss it sometimes. I knew that the
command of faith had been spoken by the direction and
unction of the Holy Spirit and that the woman was set
free. You see, when the gift of faith is in operation, the
Holy Ghost gives you faith to do whatever He says to do
and it will always work.

When it comes to dealing with devils in other
people's lives, such as in this woman's situation where
she was unable to give her consent or cooperation, you
must be led by the Holy Spirit in what to do. If the Holy
Spirit doesn't tell you to do something, then you're just
doing it on your own, and you'll fall flat on your face.
However, if people ask you for help and give their
permission, then you can exercise authority over the
devil in their lives in the Name of Jesus (Mark 16:17).

Once a person is delivered, you need to teach him
how to stand against the devil for himself. Of course, in
dealing with the devil in your own life, you don't need
someone else to rebuke the devil for you. If you are
submitted to God, you have authority over the devil to
resist him, stand against him, rebuke him, and he has
to flee (Luke 9:1; Eph. 6:13; James 4:7).

This woman was set free by the command of faith on
a Saturday. On the following Monday afternoon, the
sister returned and said to us, "Please pray. My sister is
having a violent attack just like she had when she first
lost her mind." I said, "What of 1t?" It absolutely
astounded me how calm I was. I knew exactly what was
happening. I'd told that demon on Saturday afternoon
he had to leave, and he knew he had to go. He was just
rending or "tearing" this woman as he departed.

I explained this to the sister and showed her the
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scripture where Jesus rebuked an evil spirit in a
person, and the devil "rent him sore" or convulsed him
before he came out (Mark 9:26). I told the sister, "The
devil knows he has to go, so he is just rending her as
he's departing. After this spell is over, she'll be fine."

That i1s exactly what happened. When the attack
was over, this woman's mind was completely restored.
You see, when the command of faith is spoken by the
unction and power of the Holy Spirit, it doesn't
necessarily bring instant results, but it always brings
results.

The moment this woman's mind was restored, she
was just the same person she'd always been, and her
spiritual walk with the Lord was just as it had always
been. She had no knowledge of being insane for two and
a half years, nor was she aware of trying to kill herself
or others. All that was just a vacant spot in her
memory. Soon afterward the woman was pronounced
well and dismissed from the mental institution.

The evil spirit had taken over her mind and had
worked through her body, but she didn't have a devil in
her spirit. But at a time in her life when she was
nervous and unstable, she yielded to an evil spirit and it
obsessed her thoughts. She allowed that evil spirit to
gain more and more access in her thinking, and as she
kept yielding to it, the evil spirit finally was able to
possess her soul—her mind, will, and emotions.

Nineteen years after she was delivered, we checked
up on her. Her sister told us, "Her mind is strong. She
has a good job and she teaches Sunday school.”

Full Possession: Spirit, Soul, and
Body
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As we have seen, a person can be oppressed or
obsessed in his soul; that is, in his mind or emotional
realm, even if he is a Christian. And even a Christian
can be oppressed by a demon or an evil spirit in his
body from within or without. But that is not the same
as demon possession.

Remember, total possession implies giving over
spirit, soul, and body to an evil spirit because to possess
something means to own it. Therefore, it's erroneous
and unscriptural to say a Christian can be possessed by
an evil spirit. Certainly, no Christian can have a devil
in his spirit, or you couldn't call the person a Christian
anymore. We need to be careful with our terminology
and define what we really mean by certain expressions.

Also, we must realize that there is a vast difference
between being oppressed, influenced by, yielded to
demons, or obsessed by them—and in being fully
possessed by demons. In total possession, a person has
submitted his whole being to be possessed or owned by
evil spirits. And because man has three dimensions to
his being—he is a spirit, he has a soul, and he lives in a
body—he is not fully possessed unless he is taken over
spirit, soul, and body.

The Greek word that is translated "possessed" also
carries with it the sense of being under the power of or
the influence of a demon. It seems the biblical use of the
word "demonized" has a broad meaning, and it includes
being afflicted or even influenced by demons. In its
widest range to be demonized includes not only
possession, but also oppression, and obsession and can
actually include any activity of the devil which
influences mankind.

In other words, when people are oppressed,
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obsessed, or possessed by the devil, they are
"demonized." So in its broadest sense, the word
"demonized" means to be affected by the works of the
devil.

Our thinking is not clear along this line many times
because our terms and their meanings aren't clear. For
example, if someone asks, "Can a Christian be
possessed by a devil?" the question the person may be
trying to ask is, "Can a Christian be demonized?" In
other words, Can a Christian be oppressed or obsessed
or influenced by or yielded to evil spirits?

Expressed that way, the answer is yes. A Christian
can be "demonized" by evil spirits. But, no, a Christian
cannot be fully possessed spirit, soul, and body by evil
spirits. Certainly the devil could eventually possess any
part of a person who continually yields to him and gives
him more and more access. I'll show you how that
applies to a Christian later.

Sometimes even within full possession, there can be
degrees of possession. In other words, one can be more
fully or less fully controlled by the devil. A person is
partially possessed if only his mind or soul is possessed
by an evil spirit. And even in partial possession the
mind or soul, there are degrees of possession. One can
be more or less possessed and controlled by the devil. In
other words one could be more or less in control of his
own faculties.

Let's look at a biblical account of full or total demon
possession. The madman of Gadara was possessed by a
demon—spirit, soul and body. When Jesus appeared to
me in the 1952 vision, He talked to me at great length
about this case of demon possession He encountered
when He was on the earth.
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MARK 5:1-20
1 And they came over unto the other side of the
sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

2 And when he was come out of the ship,
immediately there met him out of the tombs a
man with AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT.

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and
no man could bind him, no, not with chains:

4 Because that he had been often bound with
fetters and chains, and the chains had been
plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken
in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

5 And always, night and day, he was in the
mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and
cutting himself with stones.

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and
worshipped him.

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the
most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou
torment me not.

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man,
THOU UNCLEAN SPIRIT.

9 And he asked him, What is THY NAME? And he
answered, saying, MY NAME is LEGION: for we
are many.

10 And he besought him much that he would not
send them away out of the country.

11 Now there was there nigh wunto the
mountains a great herd of swine feeding.

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send
us into the swine, that we may enter into them.
13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And
THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS went out, and entered
into the swine: and the herd ran violently down
a steep place into the sea, (they were about two
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thousand;) and were choked in the sea.

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it
in the city, and in the country. And they went
out to see what it was that was done.

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was
POSSESSED WITH THE DEVIL, AND HAD THE
LEGION, sitting, and clothed, and in his right
mind: and they were afraid.

16 And they that saw it told them how it befell
to him that was POSSESSED WITH THE DEVIL,
and also concerning the swine.

17 And they began to pray him to depart out of
their coasts.

18 And when he was come into the ship, he that
HAD BEEN POSSESSED WITH THE DEVIL
prayed him that he might be with him.

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith
unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them
how great things the Lord hath done for thee,
and hath had compassion on thee.

20 And he departed, and began to publish in
Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for
him: and all men did marvel.

We have much to learn from this account, and we
can make some interesting observations about the
madman of Gadara. But it's important to realize that
this man was not a Christian; he had never been born
again because Jesus had not yet gone to the Cross to
purchase mankind's redemption.

We also need to understand the difference between a
case such as this madman of Gadara who evidently
wanted to be set free, and a person who willingly yields
to Satan time and time again and doesn't want
deliverance. There is a vast difference between a person
who is struggling to be free from satanic power, and one
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who willingly yields himself to Satan again and again
and does not want to be free from Satan's dominion.

I know from experience that it is relatively easy to
get those delivered who desire to be free; folks who
want to be delivered can be. But very seldom are you
ever able to help those people who continually and
willingly yield to satanic power and do not want to be
set free.

The Lord met this madman of Gadara with great
compassion (Mark 5:19). By His word of command,
Jesus set the man free (Mark 5:13; Luke 8:32).
Immediately the man's entire appearance was changed.
Before he'd been a wild maniac who tore his clothes off
and cut himself with stones, but after Jesus' command,
the man was normal: "And they come to Jesus, and see
him that was possessed with the devil, and had the
legion, sitting, and clothed, and IN HIS RIGHT MIND:
and they were afraid” (Mark 5:15).

When the man was set free, he clung to Jesus, his
Deliverer. He wanted to go with Jesus (Luke 8:38). But
Jesus immediately sent this man out to tell his friends
what Jesus had done for him (Luke 8:39).

Jesus knew that for the man's own Dbenefit, he
needed to begin serving the Lord. Jesus knew the man
needed this discipline of confession and witnessing to
grow in his new-found faith, so He sent the man to
spread the glad tidings of the gospel in his own
hometown: “... Jesus ... saith unto him, Go home to thy
friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee” (Mark
5:19). Jesus knew that every new advance in walking
toward the light would give this man assurance and
strength in his new-found walk with the Lord.
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We must often trust even the newest convert with
the most bold and difficult service. It strengthens their
Christian testimony and makes them strong in their
faith. I'm not saying to put those who have been
recently saved or delivered in positions of authority.
However, young believers do immediately need to get
involved in service and bold witnessing of what the
Lord has done for them.

Anyone who has been delivered from sickness,
demonic influence, or any other satanic bondage would
do well to remember this principle. It is especially
important for anyone who has been delivered from
Satan's bondage to immediately get into the discipline
of confession, testimony, and service because it will
immensely strengthen him to boldly speak about the
Lord's delivering power.

Jesus also knew that before long the whole region of
Decapolis would be so stirred by this one man's
testimony that it would prepare a way for His visit to
that region: "And he [the man] departed, and began to
publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done
for him: and all men did marvel” (Mark 5:20).

Apparently, cases of insanity are still the same in
nature and cause as they were in the days of Jesus. In
Jesus' day insanity was a matter of demon activity
either directly or indirectly. In this man's particular
case, the literal presence of an evil spirit was the direct
cause of this man's insanity.

Now let's go back and note in detail several key
elements found in this passage in Mark 5. In Mark 5:13,
evil spirits are called unclean spirits: "... And the
unclean spirits ... entered into the swine...."

There's no such thing as a "clean" evil spirit. As
fallen spirit beings, they are all unclean in nature. So
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generally speaking, an "unclean spirit" indicates the
nature of an evil spirit—that it is a fallen eternal spirit
being. Specifically speaking, however, an unclean spirit
refers to its type or kind, as in the case of the madman
of Gadara.

Another key element to notice in Mark chapter 5 is
that when the evil spirits could no longer oppress,
embody, or possess this man, as a second choice, they
sought embodiment in animals—these demons asked
Jesus for permission to go into the swine (Mark 5:12).

As eternal evil personalities, if evil spirits do
embody man, they make man what they are. In other
words, a person will take on the character and
personality of the type or kind of evil spirit that is
influencing him.

I said that in its broadest sense the term "unclean
spirit" refers to spirits of a fallen nature. But used in a
specific sense as in Mark 5, the term "unclean spirit"
refers to the type or kind of evil spirit it is: Referring to
its kind, Jesus said, "For he [Jesus] said unto him,
Come out of the man, THOU UNCLEAN SPIRIT" (Mark
5:8).

We know that this wasn't the spirit's name, because
in verse 9, Jesus asked its name: “.. What is thy
name? ..." The evil spirit replied, "... My name is
Legion ..." (Mark 5:9).

It's obvious that this man took on the characteristics
of the unclean spirit. The unclean spirit caused the man
to tear off his clothes, to wander around naked, and to
cut himself with stones (Mark 5:5; Luke 8:27).

It's likely this evil spirit was manifested through
this man in connection with the sexual appetite of man.
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This fellow was probably a masochist, deriving sexual
pleasure from suffering physical pain.

We see that this unclean spirit made the madman of
Gadara what 1t was, because as soon as the man was
delivered and restored to his right mind, he put on
clothes: "... they come to Jesus, and see him that was
possessed with the devil... sitting, and clothed, and in
his right mind ..." Mark 5:15).

Also, when this fellow was restored to his right
mind, he began sitting at the feet of Jesus to learn of
Him. People who are delivered from Satan and sin are
restored to their right minds and begin to sit at the feet
of Jesus to learn of Him.

Another important element in this passage is found
in Mark 5:2. Only one devil does the possessing. Notice
the Bible says, "... when he [Jesus] was come out of the
ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man
with an unclean SPIRIT.” The word "spirit" is singular.
That's the first evidence we have that only one spirit
does the possessing.

Soon after His encounter with this man, Jesus told
the unclean spirit to come out of the man, "... Come out
of the man, thou UNCLEAN SPIRIT" (Mark 5:8). But
the unclean spirit did not come out of the man. So then
Jesus asked: "What is thy name?" The unclean spirit
answered, "... MY NAME is Legion: for we are many" (v.
9).

That indicated there was only one spirit that did the
possessing—and it was an unclean spirit named Legion.
In this case, "Legion" refers not only to the name of the
unclean spirit but also to its number. This one evil
spirit that was an unclean spirit was named Legion,
and by its name we know that it brought in with it
many other evil spirits to inhabit the man.
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How else do we know that only one spirit does the
possessing? In Mark 5:15 the scripture says, "And they
come to Jesus, and see him that was POSSESSED with
THE DEVIL, and HAD the LEGION...." In other
words, the whole legion didn't possess the man,
although the legion of devils were in the man too. Only
one devil did the possessing, and he brought with him a
legion of other devils. This is quite typical. It's not
possible to be possessed by a whole legion of devils.

Jesus said, "It's always a ruler of the darkness of
this world that possesses a person, as in the case of the
madman at Gadara. Some people have said that two
thousand demons possessed him, but that isn't right.

"Read that passage again. Only one of those evil
spirits possessed him, and this is always the case. The
possessing one will let the others come in with him, but
only one ever possesses a person."

Scriptural Insights About Evil
Spirits

Matthew 12 gives us more insight about evil spirits
and their operation.

MATTHEW 12:43-45

43 When the unclean spirit is GONE OUT OF A
MAN, he walketh through dry places, seeking
rest, and findeth none.

44 Then he saith, I will return into my HOUSE
from whence I came out; and when he is come,
he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.

45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven

other spirits more wicked than himself, and
they ENTER IN and DWELL THERE....

First of all, notice what the unclean spirit said in
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verse 44: "Then he SAITH, I will return into my house
from whence I came out; and when he is come, he
findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.”

Although we don't know the exact origin of evil
spirits, we do know they are eternal fallen beings or
eternal evil personalities.

1. As personalities, demons can talk: "Then he [the
unclean spirit] SAITH..." (Matt. 12:44). Jesus
said to me, "When a person 1is fully possessed,
the demon can speak through the person."

2. As personalities, demons can think and they
have volition: "I WILL return to my house ..."
(Matt. 12:44). The evil spirit made a decision to
return to his former dwelling place.

3. As personalities, demons can communicate with
other evil spirits: "Then goeth he, and TAKETH
WITH HIMSELF seven other spirits more
wicked than himself..." (Matt. 12:45).

When the evil spirit went back to what he called his
"house"—the man he had originally come out of—he
found it empty, swept, and garnished, so he went and
got seven other spirits to inhabit the man with him.

This indicates a certain amount of intelligence in
the ranks of evil spirits. And the list in Ephesians 6:12
shows us that the devil is well regimented in his work
because we see rank and division in Satan's kingdom.

Matthew 12 also shows wus that the devil is
persistent in his attacks. The devil doesn't let up in his
maneuvers against us: "Then he [the evil spirit] saith, I
WILL RETURN into my house from whence I came
out..." (Matt. 12:44). The devil will always try to return
after he has been cast out of a person. He will endeavor
to go right back to the "house" he has left, and he will
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always keep on in his attempts to entice the person to
do wrong or to bring sickness and disease upon him.

We can see this principle at work in the case of an
unsaved person. If he gets saved, the devil will always
try to get back into his life. Satan tries to get baby
Christians to do wrong just as they had done before
they were saved, many times trying to influence them
to return to their former lifestyle. That's why new
converts must be rooted and grounded solidly on the
Word of God, so they can stand against the wiles of the
devil.

Also, we can see the principle in Matthew 12:43-45
at work in the life of a person who has been delivered
from sickness or disease. The Bible calls sickness and
disease satanic oppression (Acts 10:38). Many times the
devil tries to put the same sickness or disease right
back on someone who was healed: "Then goeth he, and
taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than
himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the
LAST STATE of that man IS WORSE THAN THE
FIRST...” (Matt. 12:45).

Of course, not every case of sickness and disease is
caused by the direct presence of an evil spirit. But
sometimes sickness or disease is the result of the
presence of an evil spirit that is enforcing the affliction.

That's why it is not enough just to cast an evil spirit
out of a person who is afflicted with sickness or disease
if it is the direct result of the presence of an evil spirit
that is enforcing the condition. The person must be
taught the Word so he can stand against the devil for
himself, because Satan will always try to return with
t